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11th & 12th December 2021
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Year C)

First Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-18
A reading from the prophet Zephaniah
With gladness the Lord will rejoice over you.
Shout for joy, daughter of Zion,
Israel, shout aloud!
Rejoice, exult with all your heart,
daughter of Jerusalem!
The Lord has repealed your sentence;
he has driven your enemies away.
The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst;
you have no more evil to fear.
When that day comes, word will come to Jerusalem:
Zion, have no fear,
do not let your hands fall limp.
The Lord your God is in your midst,
a victorious warrior.
He will exult with joy over you,
he will renew you by his love;
he will dance with shouts of joy for you
as on a day of festival.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm: Isaiah 12:2-6
R. Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is
the great and Holy One of Israel.
Truly, God is my salvation,
I trust, I shall not fear.
For the Lord is my strength, my song,
he became my saviour.
With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation.
R. Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is
the great and Holy One of Israel.
Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name!
Make his mighty deeds known to the peoples!
Declare the greatness of his name.
R. Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is
the great and Holy One of Israel.
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Sing a psalm to the Lord
for he has done glorious deeds,
make them known to all the earth!
People of Zion, sing and shout for joy
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.
R. Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is
the great and Holy One of Israel.
Second Reading: Philippians 4:4-7
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Philippians
I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; I
repeat, what I want is your happiness. Let your
tolerance be evident to everyone: the Lord is very
near. There is no need to worry; but if there is
anything you need, pray for it, asking God for it with
prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace of God,
which is so much greater than we can understand,
will guard your hearts and your thoughts, in Christ
Jesus.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation: Isaiah 61:1 (Luke 4:18)
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.
Alleluia!
Gospel: Luke 3:10-18
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
When all the people asked John. 'What must we
do?' he answered, 'If anyone has two tunics he must
share with the man who has none, and the one with
something to eat must do the same.' There were tax
collectors too who came for baptism, and these said
to him, 'Master, what must we do?' He said to them,
'Exact no more than your rate.' Some soldiers asked

him in their turn, 'What about us? What must we
do?' He said to them, 'No intimidation! No
extortion! Be content with your pay!'
A feeling of expectancy had grown among the
people, who were beginning to think that John
might be the Christ, so John declared before them
all, 'I baptise you with water, but someone is
coming, someone who is more powerful than I am,
and I am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he
will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His
winnowing-fan is in his hand to clear his threshingfloor and to gather the wheat into his barn; but the
chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.' As
well as this, there were many other things he said to
exhort the people and to announce the Good News
to them.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You. Never permit me
to be separated from You.
Amen.
Booking is still required for our weekend Masses.

Christmas Mass Times
Christmas Eve Friday 24th December
Carols: 4.30pm
Family Mass: 5.00 pm. This will be a fully
vaccinated Mass. Vaccination certificate will need to
be sighted upon entry along with QR code. Mass will
be in the in the church. No booking is required.
Christmas Day Saturday 25th December
Mass 8.30am
Limited to 43 people vaccination status unknown
https://www.trybooking.com/BWGYD
New Year’s Day Saturday 1st January 2022
Mass 8.30am
Limited to 43 people vaccination status unknown
https://www.trybooking.com/BWGYE
Sunday 2nd January 2022
Mass 8.30am
Limited to 43people vaccination status unknown
https://www.trybooking.com/BWGYF
Thanksgiving – 5th December 2021
St Brigid’s Healesville,
Thanksgiving: $448.40
Presbytery:
$118.80
St Aloysius, Yarra Glen – 21st November
2021
Thanksgiving: $537.20
Presbytery:
$ 599.45
Our Lady of the Snows, Marysville 18th
November 2021 Thanksgiving: $48.00

Please note each mass is limited to 43 people with
VACCINATION STATUS UNKNOWN.
Sunday 5th December.
https://www.trybooking.com/BVPBM
Sunday 12th December
https://www.trybooking.com/BVPBP
Sunday 19th December
https://www.trybooking.com/BVPBP
The guidelines from the Archdiocese may be found at
https://melbournecatholic.org/covid-19-guidelines
The weekly mass can be found on St Patrick’s website
under latest parish news
https://stpatrickslilydale.org.au/

Fr Francis would like to thank Ed,
Paul & Luke for their hard work in
clearing the paddock next door to
the church create a fire break as
requested by the council.

From a catechetical instruction by Saint Cyril of
Jerusalem, bishop (AD 313-386)
We do not preach only one coming of Christ, but a
second as well, much more glorious than the first.
The first coming was marked by patience; the
second will bring the crown of a divine kingdom. In
general, whatever relates to our Lord Jesus Christ
has two aspects. There is a birth from God before
the ages, and a birth from a virgin at the fullness of
time. There is a hidden coming, like that of rain on
fleece, and a coming before all eyes, still in the
future.
At the first coming he was wrapped in swaddling
clothes in a manger. At his second coming he will be
clothed in light as in a garment. In the first coming
he endured the cross, despising the shame; in the
second coming he will be in glory, escorted by an
army of angels. We look then beyond the first
coming and await the second. At the first coming we
said: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord. At the second we shall say it again; we shall go
out with the angels to meet the Lord and cry out in
adoration: Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord.
The Saviour will not come to be judged again, but to
judge those by whom he was judged. At his own
judgement he was silent; then he will address those
who committed the outrages against him when they
crucified him and will remind them: You did these
things, and I was silent. His first coming was to fulfil
his plan of love, to teach men by gentle persuasion.
This time, whether men like it or not, they will be
subjects of his kingdom by necessity. Malachi the
prophet speaks of the two comings. And the Lord
whom you seek will come suddenly to his
temple: that is one coming. Again he says of another
coming: Look, the Lord almighty will come, and who
will endure the day of his entry, or who will stand in
his sight? Because he comes like a refiner's fire, a
fuller's herb, and he will sit refining and cleansing.

These two comings are also referred to by Paul in
writing to Titus: The grace of God the Saviour has
appeared to all men, instructing us to put aside
impiety and worldly desires and live temperately,
uprightly, and religiously in this present age, waiting
for the joyful hope, the appearance of the glory of
our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Notice how
he speaks of a first coming for which he gives
thanks, and a second, the one we still await. That is
why the faith we profess has been handed on to you
in these words: He ascended into heaven, and is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. Our Lord Jesus
Christ will therefore come from heaven. He will
come at the end of the world, in glory, at the last
day. For there will be an end to this world, and the
created world will be made new.
Yours in Christ
Fr Francis Denton
FROM DEBBIE’S DESK
Joy to the world, the Lord has come! Let earth receive
her King!” That familiar hymn is certainly now receiving a
dust-off as Christmas day approaches, it is still a focal
point of Carols by Candlelight celebrations. We could
sing it in anticipation this week as we light the 3rd Advent
candle, the pink one amongst the purple. The tiny
Advent candle flames building week by week remind us
that God is with us, and that light always overcomes
darkness, no matter how overwhelming those darker
moments of our lives may feel. God is always with us.
Always.
The image of the shepherds receiving the news of Jesus’
birth from choirs of angels looks great on Christmas
cards, but have you ever really thought about the
significance of this detail from the story of the birth of
our Saviour? Really thought about it? There are
examples of angels visiting God’s people throughout the
Old Testament, and throughout the New Testament too.
Unlike fairies and pixies, and other romantic or cute
fictional characters, angels are real. Really real! They are
God’s messengers. In the Old Testament, they appeared
as men to significant people who were to play major
roles in our salvation history, like Sarai and Abram. Even
their names were changed after a visit from an angel,
they became Sarah and Abraham, whose lives were
never the same following their brush with heaven on
earth. And neither could ours ever be as a direct result.
Mary became the mother of Jesus, and our Blessed
Mother, following her conversation with the Archangel
Gabriel, who asked her to be the mother of God’ Son.
This glorious messenger from heaven did not tell young
Mary of Nazareth that she was to become Jesus’ mother.
He asked for her consent with words. The news of the
birth of Jesus was heralded by choirs of angels lighting up

the darkness with songs of unbridled joy. What must
those shepherds have thought? What did they
experience? We grasp a little of this mystery each time
we pray the Gloria during Mass. ‘Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace to men of good will. We
praise You. We bless You. We adore You. We glorify
You. We give You thanks for your great glory’. The song
of the angels lighting up the sky over dark Bethlehem
fields is echoed by us each time we pray this beautiful
prayer. Our voices join with those of the choirs of angels
who are constantly glorifying God in his direct presence.
Heaven touches earth again through us! Wow! Each
week, we have the chance to join our voices with the
song of the angels in giving glory and thanks to God for
his great goodness, not just for what he does for us, but
for who he is. What an opportunity!
The shepherds sitting in that cold dark field must have
been totally stunned as the light faded back to their very
real daily grind. Yet they were set running. Like the
disciples who encountered Jesus on the road to Emmaus,
they moved! Those who didn’t have to stay with the
sheep found Jesus in a stable, and their lives would never
be the same. We find Jesus at every Mass. We receive
him into our hearts through Holy Communion. We
become tabernacles of the Lord, moving out from Mass
to the supermarket, or the petrol station, or simply to
our own home, carrying Jesus ‘out’ with us. We are
‘God-bearers’ to the world! I think we need a couple
more exclamation marks: !!!!!!!
Yet the dark night of reality closes in around us as that
angel light fades from our view. We find it hard to pray.
We find it difficult to forgive. We are short tempered
with others. We are struggling human beings, close
friends of Jesus, but weak and prone to forgetting what
gifts God has shared with us. Just because we cannot yet
see the wonders of crowds of angels praising God
continually, it does not mean that it is not happening in
every single moment. God does not depend on us or on
our attention for his existence! We know the tradition of
each of us being ‘assigned’ a Guardian Angel at our
births. This actually makes sense! God provides each of
us a direct means by which we may be guided and cared
for by the unseen inhabitants of his heavenly kingdom,
which is just as real as the world around us that is visible,
audible and able to be touched by our senses. We can
ask our angel to pray on our behalf, to praise God
continuously for us, even when we are watching telly or
sound asleep! We can join our voices now to the song of
heaven! God thinks of everything. That pink candle says
a lot really!
PARISH PRAYER LIST
Recently Deceased: Barbara Ireland
Sick: Babies Emmett, Noah Glen Christie, Tedi and Santi;
Roman, Blake Smith, Trish Leahy, John Snell, Abby Sharp,
Peter Munro, Megan, Bernie Jansen, Andrew Sharp, John,
Glenn, Lyn Francis, Dorothy Barber, Fiona, Annie Preuss,
Michelle Ryan, Damian, John, Alison, Heather, Julie Bates,

Garry Dettman, Bradley Jordan, Jeanette Henkel, Richard
Galbraith, Debbie Huby, Geoff Lucas, Sandra Donkin,
Glen, Fred Bullas, Fred Coullas, Evie Gleeson, Indy Dawes,
Rade Krstic, Megan Williams, Michael Wood, Michael,
Margo & Stephen Youngberry, Marie Hammond, John
Mulholland, Rhiannon Days, Val Savitt, Ron Garland, Jaz
Nueber, James Cooney, Robert, Mary & Gerard Bariola,
Tilly Van der Zee, Lydia, Joyce Slattery, Annie, Bob
Ireland, Val & Michael Christie, Ted & Peter Bowling,
Natasha, Mia, James, Richard Adams, Mitchell & Wynn
Wilson, Anne Bateman, Veronica Ireland, Lauren,
Brooke, Anthony, Laura Baosde Pinto, Michelle, Judy,
Annette Fromholtz, John Wray, Lynn Doensen , Elsa
Gianforte
FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES ARE IN
DECEMBER
Josephine Fassler (06.12.95), Lucy Mahedy (09.12.96),
Mark Broomhead (11.12.13), Ilona Huebel (12.12.74),
Doris Dennehy (12.12.95), Danny O’Meara (12.12.10),
Nora Podesta (14.12.06), Paul Dunlop (14.12.06), Neil
Lindorff (19.12.08), Noel Dudgeon (20.12.09), Pietro
Bariola (27.12.88), Bishop Joe Grech (28.12.10), Dolly
(Florence) Reeves, Dennis Eldred, Dawn Flannaghan,
Paul Hansen, Hans Rietbergen, John Burger, Maria
Kermac (6.12.18), Silvano Kermac, Tony Grieve
(4.12.19)

