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THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST (Year B)
First Reading: Exodus 24:3-8
A reading from the book of Exodus
Moses went and told the people all the commands of the
Lord and all the ordinances. In answer, all the people said
with one voice, 'We will observe all the commands that
the Lord has decreed.' Moses put all the commands of
the Lord into writing, and early next morning he built an
altar at the foot of the mountain, with twelve standingstones for the twelve tribes of Israel. Then he directed
certain young Israelites to offer holocausts and to
immolate bullocks to the Lord as communion sacrifices.
Half of the blood Moses took up and put into basins, the
other half he cast on the altar. And taking the Book of the
Covenant he read it to the listening people, and they
said, 'We will observe all that the Lord has decreed; we
will obey.' then Moses took the blood and cast it towards
the people. 'This' he said 'is the blood of the Covenant
that the Lord has made with you, containing all these
rules.'
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 115:12-13, 15-18
R. I will take the cup of salvation,
and call on the name of the Lord.
How can I repay the Lord
for his goodness to me?
The cup of salvation I will raise;
I will call on the Lord's name.
R. I will take the cup of salvation,
and call on the name of the Lord.
O precious in the eyes of the Lord
is the death of his faithful.
Your servant, Lord, your servant am I;
you have loosened my bonds.
R. I will take the cup of salvation,
and call on the name of the Lord.
A thanksgiving sacrifice I make:
I will call on the Lord's name.

Pastoral Worker Mrs. Debbie Edwards
Email Address: Healesville@cam.org.au
My vows to the Lord I will fulfil
before all his people.
R. I will take the cup of salvation,
and call on the name of the Lord.
Second Reading: Hebrews 9:11-15
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
Now Christ has come, as the high priest of all the
blessings which were to come. He has passed through
the greater, the more perfect tent, which is better than
one made by men's hands because it is not of this
created order; and he has entered the sanctuary once
and for all, taking with him not the blood of goats and
bull calves, but his own blood, having won an eternal
redemption for us. The blood of goats and bulls and the
ashes of a heifer are sprinkled on those who have
incurred defilement and they restore the holiness of their
outward lives; how much more effectively the blood of
Christ, who offered himself as the perfect sacrifice to God
through the eternal Spirit, can purify our inner self from
dead actions so that we do our service to the living God.
He brings a new covenant, as the mediator, only so that
the people who were called to an eternal inheritance
may actually receive what was promised: his death took
place to cancel the sins that infringed the earlier
covenant.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Sequence
Sing forth, O Zion, sweetly sing
The praises of thy Shepherd-King,
In hymns and canticles divine;
Dare all thou canst, thou hast no song
Worthy his praises to prolong,
So far surpassing powers like thine.
Today no theme of common praise
Forms the sweet burden of thy lays The living, life-dispensing food That food which at the sacred board
Unto the brethren twelve our Lord
His parting legacy bestowed.
Then be the anthem clear and strong,
Thy fullest note, thy sweetest song,
The very music of the breast:
For now shines forth the day sublime

That brings remembrance of the time
When Jesus first his table blessed.
Within our new King's banquet-hall
They meet to keep the festival
That closed the ancient paschal rite:
The old is by the new replaced;
The substance hath the shadow chased;
And rising day dispels the night.
Christ willed what he himself had done
Should be renewed while time should run,
In memory of his parting hour:
Thus, tutored in his school divine,
We consecrate the bread and wine;
And lo - a Host of saving power.
This faith to Christian men is given Bread is made flesh by words from heaven:
Into his blood the wine is turned:
What though it baffles nature's powers
Of sense and sight? This faith of ours
Proves more than nature e'er discerned.
Concealed beneath the two-fold sign,
Meet symbols of the gifts divine,
There lie the mysteries adored:
The living body is our food;
Our drink the ever-precious blood;
In each, one undivided Lord.
Not he that eateth it divides
The sacred food, which whole abides
Unbroken still, nor knows decay;
Be one, or be a thousand fed,
They eat alike that living bread
Which, still received, ne'er wastes away.
The good, the guilty share therein,
With sure increase of grace or sin,
The ghostly life, or ghostly death:
Death to the guilty; to the good
Immortal life. See how one food
Man's joy or woe accomplisheth.
We break the Sacrament, but bold
And firm thy faith shall keep its hold,
Deem not the whole doth more enfold
Than in the fractured part resides
Deem not that Christ doth broken lie,
'Tis but the sign that meets the eye,
The hidden deep reality
In all its fullness still abides.
Behold the bread of angels, sent
For pilgrims in their banishment,
The bread for God's true children meant,
That may not unto dogs be given:
Oft in the olden types foreshowed;
In Isaac on the altar bowed,
And in the ancient paschal food,
And in the manna sent from heaven.
Come then, good shepherd, bread divine,
Still show to us thy mercy sign;
Oh, feed us still, still keep us thine;
So may we see thy glories shine
In fields of immortality;

O thou, the wisest, mightiest, best,
Our present food, our future rest,
Come, make us each thy chosen guest,
Co-heirs of thine, and comrades blest
With saints whose dwelling is with thee.
Gospel Acclamation: John 6:51-52
Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the living bread from heaven, says the Lord;
whoever eats this bread will live for ever.
Alleluia!
Gospel: Mark 14:12-16, 22-26
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover
lamb was sacrificed, his disciples said to Jesus, 'Where do
you want us to go and make the preparations for you to
eat the passover?' So he sent two of his disciples, saying
to them, 'Go into the city and you will meet a man
carrying a pitcher of water. Follow him, and say to the
owner of the house which he enters, "The Master says:
Where is my dining room in which I can eat the passover
with my disciples?" He will show you a large upper room
furnished with couches, all prepared. Make the
preparations for us there.' The disciples set out and went
to the city and found everything as he had told them, and
prepared the Passover.
And as they were eating he took some bread, and when
he said the blessing he broke it and gave it to them. 'Take
it,' he said 'this is my body.' Then he took a cup, and
when he had returned thanks he gave it to them, and all
drank from it, and he said to them, 'This is my blood, the
blood of the covenant, which is to be poured out for
many. I tell you solemnly, I shall not drink any more wine
until the day I drink the new wine in the kingdom of God.'
After psalms had been sung they left for the Mount of
Olives.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
General Intercessions
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
Thanksgiving – 31st May 2021
St Brigid’s Healesville,
Thanksgiving: $175.00 (EFT)
Presbytery: $0.00
St Aloysius, Yarra Glen – 16th May 2021
Thanksgiving: $220.00
Presbytery:
$228.15
Special Collection: $107.70
Yarra Glen Op Shop: $4500

Our Lady of the Snows, Marysville 20th May 2021
Thanksgiving: $50.00
QR CODE APP - Please download the Services Victoria
app from the Apple App Store for iPhones
(https://bit.ly/SBHCO), or the Google Play Store for
Android phones (https://bit.ly/SBSAFE). This will make
the check in a bit more efficient
Parish Rosters! Can you help?
This is a shout out for volunteers
for the following rosters:
Reading, Church cleaning and
Sunday Cuppas.
If you can go on our roster please
let Denise O’Dwyer or the office
know. Denise will get the rosters
together in the next week or so. “Many hands make light
work”

finding things tough in yet another lockdown. The Care
Group continues to deliver care packages and groceries,
parish bulletins, cards etc in a contactless manner and
stay in touch with our many friends by phone, including
residents of Aurrum and Holmwood. Please keep our
Care Group and our community in your prayers

During lockdown staff are
working from home. Please
call Sharon 0448 658 418.
These are trying times. If you
would like a chat with Debbie,
please call 0448 664 731
The Solemnity of Corpus Christi

Attention Hall Users:

Each time you use the hall can you please fill in the
calendar on the bench in the kitchen. If you have
any upcoming dates, can you please book them in
the calendar also. We are trying to keep a track of
who is using the hall and when. As there are so
many groups and all having your own keys it is hard
to keep track. It is expected if you use the hall, you
leave it clean and tidyWe have recently had some
issue where it has not been left clean. Every person
who enters the Hall MUST QR register. The scanner
codes are up on the entry doors.
If you have and queries or concerns please call
Sharon 0448 658 418.
Insurance Claim updates:
St Aloysius Church:
The insurance claim is now complete. The hot water
service has been installed and we are now working on
the flooring.
St Brigid’s Church: Insurance claim almost complete, just
a few minor issues that they need to return to fix and we
hope to see the return of the tabernacle shortly.
St Brigid’s Presbytery/Office:
The presbytery/office is almost back to normal, thank
you to everyone who has contributed either financially or
gardening or painting and setting up the computer!
If you would like to look, drop in on Thursdays between
9-2. Deb & I would love to see you and show you around!
Care Group News
A big thanks to our wonderful Care Group who are still
reaching out on behalf of our Parish to those who are

Reliquary containing the consecrated species from the
Eucharistic miracle of Lanciano.
This Sunday’s feast is still usually referred to by its Latin
title of Corpus Christi. In the Novus Ordo Missal it is given
the fuller (but more unwieldy) name of the Feast of the
Body and Blood of Christ. The establishment of this feast
for the universal Church is directly linked to a precise
historical event: the Eucharistic miracle of Bolsena (Italy)
in AD 1263. A priest who was struggling with doubts over
the Catholic doctrine of the Real Presence of Christ in the
Eucharist undertook a pilgrimage to Rome to help his
faith. While offering Mass in the chapel of St Christina in

Bolsena at the words of consecration the host began to
bleed. The priest immediately understood that it was a
divine answer to his doubts about the Eucharist. The
miracle was investigated and attested to by the Pope,
Urban IV, who providentially was residing in the nearby
town of Orvieto (which remains home to the relic of the
blood-stained corporal to this day). Pope Urban IV was so
awestruck by this phenomenon that he instituted the
liturgical Feast of Corpus Christi the following year in AD
1264. Although the feast of Corpus Christi is historically
linked to this event it is certainly not the only approved
Eucharistic miracle in the Church’s history.
A forerunner of the Bolsena prodigy is the Eucharistic
miracle of Lanciano (Italy). This miracle has similarities to
the aforementioned, in that it also features a priest who
was struggling with doubts about the Eucharistic Real
Presence. In AD 750 the priest (a monk of the Order of St
Basil) was offering Mass in the church of St Legontian, in
Lanciano. In this instance, at the words of consecration
the host did not merely bleed, the elements of bread and
wine changed physically into actual flesh and blood. The
host-turned-flesh remained in this state and the blood
congealed and eventually hardened into what are now
five uneven globules. The relics have been preserved
ever since in Lanciano where they are venerated by the
faithful. A 21st century audience could be forgiven for
dismissing this as a charming, pious myth, belonging to a
by-gone age of superstition. Yet, astonishingly, it is
thanks to modern science that this Eucharistic miracle is
now more convincing than it has been in any other age.
In 1971 experts in forensic pathology independently
examined samples taken from the Lanciano Eucharistic
miracle. Fr John Flader offers the following account:
In 1971 the flesh and blood were examined scientifically
by Dr Odoardo Linoli, Professor of Anatomy and
Pathological Histology and of Chemistry and Clinical
Microscopy at the Arezzo Hospital. He was assisted by Dr
Ruggero Bertelli, retired Professor of Anatomy at the
University of Siena.
Their findings were truly extraordinary, and similar to the
findings in the miracles of Buenos Aires and Poland. The
flesh was identified under a microscope as human flesh
from the left ventricle of the heart, showing clearly the
myocardium, the endocardium and the vagus nerve.
What is more, Professor Linoli was amazed at the
evenness of the slice of tissue he was examining. He
commented that only a highly skilled hand in dissection
could have obtained such an “even and continuous” slice
of heart tissue. This is especially intriguing if one takes
into account that the first anatomical dissections
reported in the medical literature took place only after
the 1300s, some six hundred years after the miracle.
The blood was of type AB, the rarest blood type, which is
found more commonly in the region around the
Mediterranean. In Italy between 0.5% and 1% of all
people have type AB blood, whereas in Israel and the
Middle East the percentage is 14-15%.

The blood in the sample of flesh was also of type AB.
Significantly, this is the same blood type identified in the
Shroud of Turin. What is more, the proteins in the blood
sample were in the same proportions as in fresh normal
blood.
One of the experiments conducted on the blood sample
involved liquefying it and studying its capillary properties;
that is, the rate at which it climbs a narrow tube.
Professor Linoli found that the capillary properties
matched exactly those of human blood taken from a man
that very day.
The fact that the flesh and blood have been preserved for
almost thirteen centuries even though exposed to the
action of atmospheric and biological agents, and without
any preservative, is itself a miracle.
Professor Linoli’s findings were published in “Quaderni
Sclavo di Diagnostica Clinica e di Laboratori” in 1971. In
1973 the Higher Council of the World Health Organisation
appointed a scientific commission to investigate Professor
Linoli’s findings. After 500 examinations, carried out over
fifteen months, the commission confirmed the earlier
findings. (Fr John Flader, The Catholic Leader, 10
November 2013).
These and many other Eucharistic miracles including
those as recently as 1996 (Buenos Aires) and 2013
(Legnica, Poland) have served to reinforce our faith over
the centuries in the truth of Our Lord’s proclamation,
“This is my body…this is my blood.” Of course, there is no
less profound a miracle at every Mass where ordinary
bread and wine become the body, blood, soul and
divinity of Jesus Christ. The fact that so many of these
Eucharistic miracles are shown (with the help of modern
science) to be heart tissue is in itself an extraordinary
heavenly message for our times. Although Jesus is
contained whole and entire in every host Jesus he seems
to be reminding us that in every Holy Communion Jesus
offers us his heart, a living heart beating with infinite love
for us. As we approach the feast of the Sacred Heart in
this month dedicated to the Sacred Heart we can ponder
anew that mystery of Divine Love given to us in the
Eucharist. Even while the faithful in Victoria are forced
this weekend to fast once again from our Eucharistic
Lord, may it foster within us an ever-greater hunger for
our Eucharistic Lord.
The link below is to a powerful talk on the Real Presence
delivered by Bishop Robert Barron at the 2020 Los
Angeles Religious Education Conference. Enjoy!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzCPu_lEhe8
Yours in Christ,
Fr Francis Denton
RECORDED MASS FOR THIS WEEKEND
With the extended lockdown for Victoria, This weekends
mass will again be recorded and uploaded by Sunday
morning via the St Brigid's Youtube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHsJzN9g_LIilDt8a
5vwNig

POSTPHONED UNTIL WE CAN ATTEND CHURCH AGAIN
ST VINCENT de PAUL WINTER APPEAL THIS WEEKEND
The Winter Appeal will take place at all Masses next
weekend. The Lilydale Conference relies heavily on your
contributions Either through blankets & warm socks, gloves
and hats or monetary Contributions. This will greatly assist
us in aiding those we assist In the area.
Please give generously as you have in the past. Thank you
In anticipation.

Debbie’s Thought’s
The Eucharist has been called the ‘source and
summit’ by the documents of our Church. So it
is. Without a shred of doubt. Three words, to
capture a miracle on this Solemnity of Corpus
Christi, a day dedicated throughout the Catholic world
to ‘the Body and Blood of Christ’. The source and summit of …
what, exactly? Church documents add more words of course,
but how would you finish that sentence from your own
heart? It is an interesting experience to try to put the Blessed
Eucharist into words. Words just don’t fit well… like trying to
capture a magnificent music symphony with only one note
available to make any sound. And then that analogy falls short
by eternity. The small Host we receive during the Mass
outwardly shows no real hint of the infinite reality that it ‘is’. I
can perhaps describe it as being like a gift, still in its giftwrapping, with experience our only recourse to discovering
what is hidden within… but that only goes so far. I can say that
something wonderful is available to us, and we have only our
faith and God’s love to enable us to enter the miracle… but
then I flounder. So words do not step up when I try to find
them.
I may give you a different answer tomorrow, but, for want of
any other solution, the best I can do right now is to call the
Eucharist the source and summit of our potential. Potential is
not a linear thing however. We have potential to soar, and
potential to plummet. We have potential to go in any
direction, 360 degrees. We have potential to go in, and to go
out. And through our potential in whatever life may throw at
us, we walk with Jesus in the love of the Father, through the
Holy Spirit. Never alone, never forgotten, always, always,
eternally, infinitely loved.
The Eucharist is the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, who he is,
freely given to draw us in to communion with God, Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. In our communion with the living God, we find
love beyond words, infinity, eternity itself, and we find
communion with others throughout time, equally present to
our loving God. Again, words fail me. Happily, God works
around language. Today, for me, the Eucharist leads to
communion with the homeless man I saw last week on Flinders
Street, unconscious on his sleeping mat at 2 pm in the
afternoon, as people stepped around him. The Eucharist leads
to communion with an unnamed, terrified child trapped in the
rubble of a bombed-out building in what should never be a war
zone. The Eucharist leads to communion with a prisoner in a
dark, cold, bare cell, accompanied only by his overwhelming
sense of hopelessness. The Eucharist leads to communion with
a young parent gasping for a precious breath in an unnamed
village in India, as Covid 19 robs them of their vocation as
breadwinner and carer, and with their desperately panicking

family. The Eucharist leads to communion with the medical
researcher, the Antarctic explorer, the hopeless drug addict,
the missionary family under threat of death for their efforts to
share their beliefs, the husband I met on the weekend trying to
come up with $80 000 to try to treat his wife’s cancer, the
family gathered for the evening meal, sharing stories and
nourishment. God loves them just as he loves me. The
Eucharist incorporates that quiet moment when we close our
eyes to sleep at night, and that quiet moment when we open
our eyes to a new dawn, to boredom, or to overwhelming
activity, to a day we may dread, or to a delicious highlight of
our year. The Eucharist is communion with our Parish family,
gathered to worship God in the very best we can, stretching
ourselves forward to receive our Saviour into our hearts. The
Eucharist is our living presence within the very heart of Jesus,
and God's presence filling our hearts to bursting, in the love of
the Father through the Holy Spirit, so close, so big, so intimate,
so overwhelming, right where we are.
Today, for you, what is the Eucharist? I will start you off: ‘The
Eucharist is the Body and Blood of Christ, …’

Parish Prayer List
We pray for all who have died, for those who are sick and
those who care for them.
Babies Emmett, Noah Glen Christie, Tedi and Santi; Roman,
Blake Smith, Trish Leahy, John Snell, Abby Sharp, Peter Munro,
Megan, Bernie Jansen, Andrew Sharp, John, Glenn, Lyn Francis,
Dorothy Barber, Fiona, Annie Preuss, Michelle Ryan, Damian,
John, Alison, Heather, Julie Bates, Garry Dettman, Bradley
Jordan, Jeanette Henkel, Richard Galbraith, Debbie Huby, Geoff
Lucas, Sandra Donkin, Dorothy Fraser, Glen, Fred Bullas, Fred
Coullas, Evie Gleeson, Indy Dawes, Rade Krstic, Megan
Williams, Michael Wood, Bill Howie, Jennie, Michael, Margo &
Stephen Youngberry, Marie Hammond, John Mulholland,
Rhiannon Days, Val Savitt, Ron Garland, Jaz Nueber, James
Cooney, Robert, Mary & Gerard Bariola, Tilly Van der Zee,
Lydia, Joyce Slattery, Lawrie Field, Annie, Bob Ireland, Val &
Michael Christie, Ted & Peter Bowling, Natasha, Mia, James,
Richard Adams, Mitchell & Wynn Wilson, , Anne Bateman,
Veronica Ireland, Wendy Turner (Ireland), Lauren, Brooke,
Anthony, Laura Baosde Pinto, Michelle, Judy, Annette
Fromholtz, Bill Skate, Dorothy Fraser

We pray for those whose anniversaries are in June
Evelyn Hales (04.06.10), Margaret Plozza (05.06.11), Gwen
Perry (07.06.91),
Fr Paddy Fitzpatrick (07.06.08), Anna Maras (10.06.07),
Shirlene Pigot (11.06.07), Margie Lovell (13.6.17), Bruce Jarvis
(14.06.11), Noel Perry (16.06.91), Eileen Cullen (16.06.07),
Douglas Pearce (16.06.13), Helen Warton (19.06.10), Kathleen
Barratt (21.06.06), Patrick Gilleece (22.06.16), Judith Giannone
(23.06.10), Elizabeth Cushnahan (24.06.09), German Flores
(24.06.03), Rosina Bariola (24.06.91), Annemienk Runharr
(27.06.08), Des Carroll (27.06.14), Bev Nash (28.06.01),
Sheena Sotko (30.06.97), Frank Richards (30.06.14), Robert de
Koning, Marcia Keebaugh, Rosina Anastasio (3.06.19),
Domenico Anastasio (15..06.15)

