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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER (Year B)
First Reading: Acts 4:32-35
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
The whole group of believers was united, heart and
soul; no one claimed for his own use anything that
he had, as everything they owned was held in
common.
The apostles continued to testify to the resurrection
of the Lord Jesus with great power, and they were
all given great respect.
None of their members was ever in want, as all
those who owned land or houses would sell them,
and bring the money from them, to present it to the
apostles; it was then distributed to any members
who might be in need.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 117:2-4, 15-18, 22-24
R. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
his love is everlasting.
Let the sons of Israel say:
'His love has no end.'
Let the sons of Aaron say:
'His love has no end.'
Let those who fear the Lord say:
'His love has no end.' R.
R. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
his love is everlasting.
The Lord's right hand has triumphed;
his right hand raised me up.
I shall not die, I shall live
and recount his deeds.
I was punished, I was punished by the Lord,
but not doomed to die. R.
R. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
his love is everlasting.
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The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone,
This is the work of the Lord,
a marvel in our eyes.
This day was made by the Lord;
we rejoice and are glad. R.
R. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
his love is everlasting.
Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6
A reading from the first letter of St John
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ
has been begotten by God;
and whoever loves the Father that begot him
loves the child whom he begets.
We can be sure that we love God's children
if we love God himself and do what he has
commanded us;
this is what loving God is keeping his commandments;
and his commandments are not difficult,
because anyone who has been begotten by God
has already overcome the world;
this is the victory over the world our faith.
Who can overcome the world?
Only the man who believes that Jesus is the Son of
God;
Jesus Christ who came by water and blood,
not with water only,
but with water and blood;
with the Spirit as another witness since the Spirit is the truth.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation: John 20:29
Alleluia, alleluia!
You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen
me;
happy are those who have not seen me, but still
believe!
Alleluia!

Gospel: John 20:19-31
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
After eight days, Jesus came in and stood among
them.
In the evening of that same day, the first day of the
week, the doors were closed in the room where the
disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and
stood among them. He said to them, 'Peace be with
you,' and showed them his hands and his side. The
disciples were filled with joy when they saw the
Lord, and he said to them again, 'Peace be with you.
'As the Father sent me,
so am I sending you.'
After saying this he breathed on them and said:
'Receive the Holy Spirit.
For those whose sins you forgive,
they are forgiven;
for those whose sins you retain,
they are retained.'
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the
Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. When
the disciples said, 'We have seen the Lord,' he
answered, 'Unless I see the holes they made, and
unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to
believe.' Eight days later the disciples were in the
house again and Thomas was with them. The doors
were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among
them. 'Peace be with you,' he said. Then he spoke to
Thomas, 'Put your finger here; look, here are my
hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt
no longer but believe.' Thomas replied, 'My Lord and
my God!' Jesus said to him:
'You believe because you can see me.
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.'
There were many other signs that Jesus worked and
the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this
book. These are recorded so that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
believing this you may have life through his name.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
General Intercessions
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Our Sunday Cuppas are back!
Please join us for our usual
cuppa in the hall after Sunday
Masses.
Hope to see you there!

Sunday 11th April 2021, Divine Mercy
Mass and Chaplet, St Patrick’s Church
Lilydale, 1.30 pm confessions, 3pm Mass
Changes in the Presbytery
From 5th April 2021, Sharon will be carrying out
all secretarial duties at St Brigid’s Parish. Her
phone no is 0448 658 418. Debbie will continue
on as Pastoral Worker.
After a long time out of action, our beautifully
refurbished office will be open on Thursdays
between 9am and 2 pm. Exciting!

Project Compassion
Thank you for your offering to help the world’s
most vulnerable through Project Compassion.
Boxes may be returned at weekend Masses
from Easter Sunday.
Thanksgiving – 28th March 2021
St Brigid’s Healesville,
Thanksgiving: $365.00
Presbytery:
$99.60
St Aloysius, Yarra Glen – 26th March 2021
Thanksgiving: $200.00
Presbytery: $126.00
Yarra Glen Op Shop: $2500
Our Lady of the Snows, Marysville 18th Mar
21
Thanksgiving: $46.50

From Thursday 15th April you will no longer
need to book in for Mass. We will be using
QR code as per government requirements.
Rod will be at Mass to assist anyone having
issues wit the Qr Code. Thanks Rod!

Divine Mercy Sunday
On 22nd February 1931, Jesus appeared to an
obscure cloistered sister of Our Lady of Mercy by the
name of Sr Faustina Kowalska in her convent cell in
Płock, Poland. Jesus appeared to her as the "King of
Divine Mercy" wearing a white garment with red
and pale rays emanating from his heart. This was to
be the first in a series of apparitions whereby Jesus
was to reveal to St Faustina his desire for devotion
to His Divine Mercy. This included instructions on
the recitation of the Divine Mercy chaplet, as well as
His desire to have painted the now well-known
image of Divine Mercy, which shows Jesus as he
appeared to St Faustina accompanied by the
inscription: “Jesus, I trust in You.”
Perhaps even more remarkable than either of these
directives was St Faustina’s insistence that Jesus had
requested the institution of a new Feast Day on the
Octave of Easter that would be dedicated to the
celebration of Divine Mercy. In God’s providence,
Jesus’ will was finally fulfilled by the Polish Pope,
John Paul II. On the 30th April 2000, at the
canonisation of St Faustina, the Second Sunday of
Easter was officially given the title ‘Divine Mercy
Sunday’ in the General Roman Calendar.
In several entries in her diary, Faustina recorded
promises of Grace and Mercy which he would pour
out upon the faithful on Divine Mercy Sunday. Jesus
Stated:
“I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and
shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners.
On that day, the very depths of My tender mercy

are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon
those souls who approach the fount of My mercy.
The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy
Communion shall obtain the complete forgiveness
of sins and punishment. On that day all the divine
floodgates through which grace flow are opened.
Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, even though
its sins be as scarlet.” (Diary 699)
Accordingly, the Church offers the faithful a Plenary
Indulgence to any of the faithful who either:
- take part in the prayers and devotions in honour of
the Divine Mercy in any church or chapel, OR
- recite an Our Father and the Creed in the presence
of the Blessed Sacrament, exposed or reserved in
the tabernacle.
This Plenary Indulgence is obtained by observing the
usual requirements that are in place for the granting
of any Plenary indulgence, that is: Sacramental
Confession (the confession may take place some
days before), reception of Holy Communion, prayers
for the intentions of the pope (an Our Father and
Hail Mary is the minimum requirement), and not
least, having the requisite detachment from all sin.
From it’s obscure beginnings, hidden in a convent in
Poland devotion to Divine Mercy has now swept
across the whole world. In many churches (including
St Patrick’s Lilydale) there will be special Masses
held at 3:00pm – the hour that commemorates
when Christ died on the cross for love of us and
when the pierced side of Christ became for us the
fount of grace. There will be two priests available for
confessions from 1:30pm at St Patrick’s with
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and
benediction until the beginning of Mass.
Even if we can’t make the 3pm Mass, every Mass
this Sunday is an opportunity to turn again with
renewed trust in the mercy of God: to cry from the
heart, “Jesus I trust in You!” As we celebrate the
Octave of Easter Sunday let us especially open our
hearts to receive the gift of Divine Mercy, so that we
might share more perfectly in the joy of Christ’s
Resurrection. Happy Easter!
Yours in Christ, Fr Francis Denton
Debbie’s Thoughts
My favourite Gospel from the whole year was read
this week, the account of Mary Magdalene in the
garden outside Jesus’ empty tomb. I love hearing of
the moment when Mary unexpectedly discovers
Jesus ‘missing’, and in her great distress, begins
looking for any sort of solution to help her to find
him. I love that Mary couldn’t care less when two
angels spoke to her, such was her focus on

Jesus. Two angels?.. not a ripple. She was searching
for her friend, her master, her God, nothing else
mattered in that moment. Mary Magdalene is one of
my super-heroes. She hung in there with Jesus
through the worst of his ordeal, staying with his
battered, disfigured body when others took off. I
often wonder if she could have survived the ordeal
of Jesus’ crucifixion without the calm strength of Our
Blessed Mother to support her. No doubt they
spent the hushed hours of that very long Sabbath
day between Jesus’ burial and his resurrection in
each other’s company. Jesus’ followers were a
family, and as a family does, I am sure they gathered
together in their horror and devastation to grieve
for him with one heart. Mary Magdalene dearly
loved her friend Jesus, and I am sure that Our
Blessed Mother would have supported and
comforted Mary, in their personal friendship, and in
honour of Mary’s love for her son. Our Blessed
Mother loves us all in the same way, meeting our
love for Jesus with gratitude, and the hatred that the
world throws at him with merciful sorrow. The
Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of
Mary beat as one.
When she encounters Jesus in the garden, Mary
Magdalene fails to recognise him. This hints to us of
what we are to be like in eternal life, reinforcing that
life for us will be changed, but certainly not
ended. It will be different to the frailty we
experience while we are still in the
world. Exciting! It is only when Jesus calls Mary by
her name that she recognises him. I love this!! With
one simple, very personal word, ‘Mary’, Jesus
obliterates her devastation and propels her into
Easter joy that has no comparison. I can just
imagine her heart soaring to the ultimate in human
happiness. With one word from Jesus, her name,
Jesus gives to Mary the gift of full acceptance and
recognition of who she has been, who she is, and
who she will be. She is filled with the joy of
recognising Jesus. For me, this is one of those
powerful moments that speak of our own friendship
with Jesus. It is Eucharistic in the full sense of the
word, with all its incomprehensible potential for
Mary, and for each of us. How often do we hear
Jesus speak our names? I am sure it happens all the
time, but we fail to listen for it. Each time we feel
emptiness, in our great need for comfort or courage,
or we receive a quiet little nudge that says ‘choose a
different path, this one isn’t good for you’, each
time we throw open our hearts to receive Jesus in
the Blessed Eucharist, we know Jesus speaking deep
within. We often fail to recognise him, as Mary
did. Jesus is our friend too, just as he is Mary’s

friend. She grew to love him by listening to him and
spending time with him. We are Jesus’ friends, in
exactly the same way that Mary, Peter, James and
John are his friends. He reassured them, and picked
them up when they fell. When they denied him and
ran away, there was no suggestion that he
wouldn’t accept their sorrow and pick up where
their relationship had always been, strengthened
and deepened through pain and fire. We are,
indeed, an Easter people. We are the ones who
have eaten and drunk with him after the
Resurrection.
It is the way of the world to value having friends ‘in
high places’, friends who can bail us out, or do
favours for us, using their power or position in the
eyes of society. With Jesus as our friend in the
highest of high places, what on earth do we ever
have to worry about??
Parish Prayer List
We pray for all who have died , for those who are
sick and those who care for them.
Babies Emmett, Noah Glen Christie, Tedi and Santi;
Roman, Blake Smith, Trish Leahy, John Snell, Abby
Sharp, Peter Munro, Megan, Bernie Jansen, Andrew
Sharp, John, Glenn, Lyn Francis, Dorothy Barber,
Fiona, Annie Preuss, Michelle Ryan, Damian, John,
Alison, Heather, Julie Bates, Garry Dettman, Bradley
Jordan, Jeanette Henkel, Richard Galbraith, Debbie
Huby, Geoff Lucas, Sandra Donkin, Dorothy Fraser,
Glen, Fred Bullas, Fred Coullas, Evie Gleeson, Indy
Dawes, Rade Krstic, Megan Williams, Michael
Wood, Bill Howie, Jennie, Michael, Margo &
Stephen Youngberry, Marie Hammond, John
Mulholland, Rhiannon Days, Val Savitt, Ron Garland,
Jaz Nueber, James Cooney, Robert, Mary & Gerard
Bariola, Tilly Van der Zee, Lydia, Joyce Slattery,
Lawrie Field, Annie, Bob Ireland, Val & Michael
Christie, Ted & Peter Bowling, Natasha, Mia, James,
Richard Adams, Mitchell & Wynn Wilson, , Anne
Bateman, Veronica Ireland, Wendy Turner (Ireland),
Lauren, Brooke, Anthony, Laura Baosde Pinto,
Michelle, Judy, Annette Fromholtz, Bill Skate
We pray for those whose anniversaries are in April
Tanya Grizic (03.04.06), Emil Weklak (11.04.11), Paul
Nielsen (07.04.08), Shane O’Meara (14.04.69), Fr
Tim Tolan (15.04.08), Frank Wilson (16.04.06),
Beryl Perrin (19.04.06), Brendan Hammond
(23.04.12), Fr Robert Coughlin (24.04), Edgar Snell
(26.04.93), Violet Brooks (26.04.08), Alan Thompson
(26.04.00), Jean Malcolm (26.04.17), Janine
McIntyre (28.04.07), Reg Fraser (Good Friday 1997),
Marshall McLinden, Teresa Toscano, Rosa Toscano,
Richie Youngberry (20/4/18)

