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Masses are ‘back, with changes’!

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
On Tuesday 12th May the Archdiocese
of Melbourne released its updated
guidelines (10 pages worth!) for
parishes regarding the lowering of
restrictions for the administration of
the sacraments. The key question
everyone wants to know is: have public
Masses resumed? The short answer is,
not exactly. Priests are now permitted
to say Mass with a congregation of up
to ten, in addition to those with a designated function: Readers, technical crew
for the livestreaming/recording of
Mass, chorister, those assisting with
registration etc. Those in attendance
must be prearranged; please note that
the doors of the church will not be
open to the public, as this is currently
not permitted.

(and simplified) so please take note of
the new times:
Sunday: 8:30am at St Brigid’s
Thursday: 9.10 am at St Brigid’s

Mass times at St Patrick’s, Lilydale
Saturday vigil: 6:00pm
Sunday: 10:30am
Tuesday: 9:10am
Wednesday: 9:10am
Friday: 9:10am

This new schedule will take effect from
Saturday 16th May 2020. We will follow
this system until the Archdiocese of
Melbourne provides further directives.
I am mindful that this system is far from
ideal and will no doubt cause some
frustration for those who will miss out.
On the positive side we can see this as a
step in the right direction, as the
restrictions are gradually lifted. For me
The limit of ten worshippers presents a it is something of a relief to be able to
challenge in terms of how we can
finally meet many of you in person,
‘select’ such a tiny congregation in a
which I’m really looking forward to.
fair and impartial way. If you would like Due to the very small numbers
to attend you must contact the parish
permitted at attend we will continue
office mobile. The first ten names will
recording the Vigil Mass so as to allow
be registered as the attendees for a
people to at least watch to Masses on
particular day and time. If the particular YouTube. This can be accessed via the
Mass you’re seeking attendance at is
St Brigid’s parish website.
full we will endeavour to book you in
To book a Mass please call the parish
for the next available Mass. Those who
mobile
attend are required to ‘sign in’ on the
St Brigid’s, Healesville: 0448664731
day, and provide their contact details
St Patrick’s, Lilydale: 0448658418
(in the unlikely event that we need to
contact you regarding an outbreak of
As regards other sacraments, there is
COVID19). They will also need to
also a welcome loosening of
observe all the standard social
restrictions. Scheduled times for the
distancing protocols (of which we’re all
Sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation)
very familiar with now!). The weekly
will resume on Saturdays at 10:00am at
Mass timetable has been amended
St Patrick’s, Lilydale. Weddings and

Weekly Mass Times

Office Hours

No Masses
until Further Notice

Parish Staff are Now
Working from home

St Aloysius’, Yarra Glen
St Brigid’s, Healesville

Debbie’s Mobile No:
0448 664 731
Sharon’s Mobile No:
0448 658 418

St Brigid’s, Healesville
Our Lady of the Snows,
Marysville

baptisms can now take place with a
limit of 10 attendees in addition to
those fulfilling official functions.
Funerals can have up to 20 mourners
inside the Church, or up to 30 are
permitted in outdoor ceremonies. Once
again, all the standard hygiene and
social distancing rules apply to each of
these situations.
If followed, the guidelines drastically
reduce the risk of contracting or
spreading COVID19, however, nothing
is fail-proof. There will always remain a
small risk of contracting this highly
contagious virus, which you ought to
bear in mind. So please use common
sense: if you are feeling unwell, if you
are frail, elderly, vulnerable or immune
compromised you are strongly
encouraged to stay at home. Due to the
practical impossibility of everyone
attending Mass, the Archbishop has
ruled that the normative obligation to
attend Mass on Sundays is currently
suspended, and will remain so until the
doors of our churches reopen.

on the Lord Jesus, who remains with us
always, even until the end of time
(cf. Matt 28:20).
Fr Francis Denton
Thanksgiving Contributions
Your parish still needs your help to
survive financially. Please consider placing your donation in the letterbox
slot, to the left of the front door of the
presbytery. Please do not use the wooden
box next to the office door, it is not
secure. If you wish to donate via
electronic funds transfer (EFT), please ring
Sharon on 0448 658 418.

Some Thoughts from Debbie

Mothers’ Day was a real challenge this
year! After much thought, our family
‘zoomed’ lunch, and our meal was just as
noisy, chaotic and messy as our lunches
usually are. I sat back quietly and took
time to appreciate the sight of my computer screen filled with images of our children and their families enjoying each other’s company, despite the distance between us. We couldn’t hug, but we were
together. During this Easter season, we
have been reading from John’s Gospel.
Contemplative and prayerful, our past few
week’s readings could be summed up in
Thanks to you all for your patience and my opinion by Jesus’ words from last
week: Do not let your hearts be trouforbearance with this situation. It’s
bled. Trust in God still, and trust in
been a frustrating time for us all, but
me’. That advice certainly keeps me
hopefully we have weathered the worst afloat! In other years, we would have
of the storm, and can begin to resume heard many stories about Jesus
appearing to his friends in the time
our normal lives (spiritually and
practically) in the months ahead. With between his resurrection from the dead
and the upcoming Feasts of the
the eyes of Faith we can also look at
Ascension and Pentecost. Having
this situation and see the hand of God suffered the trauma of his arrest, torture
at work. I think there have been many and death, Jesus’ friends knew the deep,
lessons for us to learn in terms of what desolate pain of separation from him. Not
only had he died, but he had died in the
we really value and prioritise, both
most horrible of ways, he had 'left them',
individually and as a culture. For many their hopes in him dashed, and those who
our faith has been tested and
had put him to death were still a major
threat to his supporters and those closest
strengthened by this trial. Let’s pray
that we can continue to keep our eyes to him. As he appeared to those who

See Our Website for
Links to
Televised Masses
Link:
https://bit.ly/StBsHville

Collections
Healesville to 10th May
Church: $ 175
Presbytery: $ 136
Marysville 20th February

To Book in to
Attend Masses
Please Phone:
0448 664 731

loved him in the weeks following his
resurrection, we can imagine how overjoyed they would have been to see him, to
hug him, to eat with him, and to simply be
with him once again. I love these stories!
No skype or zoom, these meetings were
physical. Jesus finished unfinished
conversations. Mary Magdalene, Peter,
John, and Thomas are mentioned by
name, but there were many other personal
encounters between Jesus and his disciples that went unrecorded in the Gospels,
just as our daily encounters with Jesus are
largely unrecorded.

Collection: $55
Yarra Glen to 10th May
Collection: $75
Presbytery:
Op Shop:
$2700

quietly and privately imagine meeting
again our dearly loved family members or
friends, speaking with them and finishing
conversations left incomplete. We can
imagine those hugs. This experience is a
deep, deep encounter with love, borne of
pain and joy, not one to be shared
carelessly or frivolously, and certainly not
to be undervalued. And when that
personal experience of love that is no
longer tangible to our senses carries us to
Jesus’ side, we can feel, see, hear, and
imagine that experience for Jesus and his
friends, and for Jesus and ourselves. God
cannot love Peter, or even Our Blessed
My article for the school newsletter this
Mother, any more than he can love us, for
week encourages families in lockdown to his love for each of us is perfect! Now
imagine what we might say or do if some- that is one to think through…
one we love who has passed through
death were able to be with us again for
even a short time. I have also suggested
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
that families begin this week to assemble Those who have died, especially those
some hand-made puppets so that they are whose anniversaries occur in May, those
ready to role-play Jesus’ ascension to his who are sick, and all of our parishioners,
Father, and the experience of Pentecost. I and their families, friends.
want to encourage them to ‘get involved’, .
those who are Sick
personally. If we place ourselves into
these ‘imagined scenes’, we may gain so Babies Emmett, Noah Glen Christie, Tedi
much more insight and vision than when and Santi; Roman, Blake Smith, Trish
we allow them to be mere words of a
Leahy, John Snell, Abby Sharp, Peter
‘story’ on a page in a book. As we take
Munro, , Megan, Bernie Jansen, Andrew
quiet time to imagine Jesus visiting his
Sharp, John, Glenn, Lyn Francis, Dorothy
excited friends, we too may grow more
Barber, Maureen Fogarty, Fiona, Annie
deeply into his eternal love. I am fond of Preuss, Michelle Ryan, Damian, John,
saying that God does have favourites!
Alison, Heather, Julie Bates, Garry
Each of us is his favourite, for he loves us
Dettman, Bradley Jordan, Jeanette Henkel,
infinitely and perfectly, and you can’t top
Richard Galbraith, Debbie Huby, Geoff
that! We just need to grow into that
Lucas, Sandra Donkin, Dorothy Fraser,
realisation of his perfect love, for us an
Glen, Fred Bullas, Fred Coullas, Mitchell
unfolding mystery. The real, genuine
Wilson, Evie Gleeson, Indy Dawes, Rade
truth that God loves each and every one of
Krstic, Megan Williams, Michael Wood,
us perfectly and without limit, infinitely
Bill Howie, Jennie, Michael, Margo &
and eternally, no matter what we have
Stephen Youngberry, Marie Hammond,
chosen to do or not do throughout our
John Mulholland, Rhiannon Days, Val
lives, can be really difficult to get our
Savitt, Ron Garland, Jaz Nueber, James
heads around. We are loved, no matter
what, but our behaviour may not be! This Cooney, Robert, Mary & Gerard Bariola,
Tilly Van der Zee, Albert Slawinski, Lydia,
distinction is so important. If we can
Joyce Slattery, Lawrie Field, Annie, Bob
come to accept this reality, our entire
Ireland, Val & Michael Christie, Ted &
perception of ourselves is impacted, we
Peter Bowling, Natasha, Mia, James,
are touched personally, within our most
secret depths. It is very possible for us to Richard Adams

