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A Few Thoughts from Debbie
There is so much to learn as we set off on
our path through life, and part of the
growth we achieve is the ability of each of
us to stretch ourselves in capacity and
enthusiasm, largely through our
interaction with an ever-changing mix of
people we find in each day. I still
remember the thrill of being moved to a
new wooden desk, with its own lid for
storage, when I was in primary school. It
was a chance to clean out the old desk and
renovate it for the new owner, and move
on to a new desk for a different look at
life. I remember a sense of a whole new
start in just that one tiny change. And
then, of course, there was a new person to
sit next to, to get to know, to negotiate
with. Sometimes this was a successful
venture, at other times probably less
so. In each day we encounter people who
click with us, and those who don’t fit with
us as well as others, and as individuals,
with different tastes and personalities, we
learn by experimentation. Through our
Gospels, we hear stories of Jesus meeting
up with the friends he chose to be his
companions in his ministry, his apostles,
and about the adventures they tackled
together. He chose those who would
become his friends, his support, his
challengers, the ones he would send out to
continue his work. But there was no
interview process. Not one of those Jesus
chose had a degree, or could probably
even read, they simply met each other on
the road, and they each knew that they
had found a friend. Judas turned out to be
one who betrayed Jesus and actively
helped to propel him to his death on a
cross. Each of the other 11 close friends
who walked with him for 3 years took off
when he was arrested, apart from John,
who accompanied Jesus’ beloved mother
along his sad walk to Calvary, remaining
with her at the foot of the cross, with
Jesus until he finally died. John was also
one of the first to know of his
resurrection. Yet, despite their wavering,
these chosen 11 each lived and died for
Jesus, his true friends for eternity. We

encounter friendship, fun experiences,
rocky times, reconciliation, and that sense
of belonging in our relationships, and
these ups and downs are part of life, and
part of learning about exactly who we
are. If we are really ‘lucky’, we find true
friends as we walk through life. Not
everyone we call ‘friend’ will be there for
us in every situation. Our friends are
often with us for awhile, and then drift off
through circumstances as life
evolves. Others stick with us through
thick and thin. Our interaction with other
people helps us to discover ourselves,
encourages us to grow and to flourish, and
to learn about being safe and taking
risks. Through our relationships, we learn
to cope with disappointment, and develop
the skills to deal with being let down, we
find enjoyment and we find love.
Remembering that God is love, we live
and move and become who we are in
God’s companionship, unseen, through
those with whom we share love. We pray
for everyone in our parish family as we
enjoy shared adventures throughout the
year to come. May we all find growth,
love and the presence of the Lord in the
friendship we find in each other. May we
find support and comfort through the
prayers of our parish family, and a real
sense of belonging that will encourage
and strengthen us throughout the years to
come, no matter what they may bring.

Weekly Mass Times
1st Wednesday 7pm
3rd Sunday 5 pm
2nd & 4th Thursday Rosary 6.30pm
St Aloysius’, Yarra Glen
2nd,3rd,4th,5th Wednesday 7.30pm
St Brigid’s, Healesville

Roster 1st March

Upcoming Dates

Collections

Reader:

February

Healesville 16th February
Church: $ 357.30
Presbytery: $ 127.40

E Roper
Communion: Gentle,
L Ward, Gotch
Cuppa:
A Grieve
Cleaning: Hanley Family
Counters: Gentle, Barrett

26th Project Compassion Begins

March

1st,2nd,4th,5th Thursday 9.15am
St Brigid’s, Healesville

Hi to Old Friends
A big hi! to our friends who are not able
to join us regularly but who are still very
much a part of our parish family.
ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES
Masses will be celebrated on
Ash Wednesday, 26th February, at the
school in the gym at 2.00 pm and at the
church that evening at 7.30 pm.
Rise! Home Awaits—Catholic
Youth festival 21 March 2020
Emmaus College, 503 Springvale Rd,
Vermont South, 10 am—6 pm.
Featuring Fr Rob Galea, Justine Cumbo
and J. Sano.
3 Streams for workshops: Stream 1:
Years 7 & 8; Stream 2: Years 9—11;
Stream 3: Yr 12 to 25 years of age.

Blake Smith, Trish Leahy, John Snell,
Abby Sharp, Peter Munro, Baby Emmett Hysted,
Megan, Bernie Jansen, Andrew Sharp,
John, Glenn, Lyn Francis, Dorothy Barber,
Maureen Fogarty, Fiona, Annie Preuss,
Michelle Ryan, Damian, John, Alison, Heather,
Julie Bates, Garry Dettman, Bradley Jordan,
Jeanette Henkel, Richard Galbraith, Annette
Fromholtz, Debbie Huby, Geoff Lucas, Sandra
Donkin, Dorothy Fraser, Glen, Ernst Fries, Fred
Bullas, Fred Coullas, Mitchell Wilson, Evie
Gleeson, Indy Dawes, Rade Krstic, Megan
Williams, Michael Wood, Bill Howie, Jennie,
Michael, Margo & Stephen Youngberry, Marie
Hammond, John Mulholland, Rhiannon Days,
Val Savitt, Ron Garland, Jaz Nueber, James
Cooney, Robert, Mary & Gerard Bariola, Tilly Van
der Zee, Albert Slawinski, Lydia, Joyce Slattery,
Lawrie Field, Annie, Debbie & Bob Ireland,
Emma Hemsley, Val & Michael Christie, Pat
Ted & Peter Bowling, Natasha, Mia, James.

Bushfires: $935.00
Marysville January
Church:
$40.00
Yarra Glen 9th February
Collection: $175.00
Presbytery: $105.00
Op Shop: $

3rd Thursday 10.30am
Our Lady of the Snows,
Marysville

the prayers of our parish family
accompany each and every one of us
as we stand at the dawn of
the new year to come. May the love
of the Christ child settle in your
heart and fill you with joy, trust
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
and peace throughout 2020.
All victims of the bushfires, drought,
Welcome to all our Visitors
abuse, and injustice, and children
Welcome to anyone who may be visiting everywhere.
our parish at this special time of the year.
Recently deceased
Please feel free to join us for a cuppa in
the hall following Mass and we hope you Pat Dovan, Kath Skate, Tony Grieve,
have a wonderful holiday.
For those who are Sick

Tickets $20 (early bird price)
For more info: risemelbourne.com

26th Ash Wednesday Mass

Keppel (16.02.94), Anton Wolke (20.02.07), Ian
Read (22.02.08), Tubby Dennehy (23.02.03),
Jan Rijs (23.02.08), Sr Joan McKenna (26.02.16),
Patricia Chandler (28.02.92), Des Murphy
(29.02.08), Roy Grieve (27.02.93), Anne Huggett,
Fr Bernie Hammond, Les Huebel (16/2/2016).

Lenten Reflection Group:
“Be Opened: A Journey to New Life”

We pray especially for those whom no-one
remembers.

You are all are invited to gather together
to listen, learn and reflect on the Sunday
readings of Lent. Tuesdays 2-3pm Parish
Hall. Come to as many sessions as you are
able (even one!). Books available for $5.
Info and books from Elissa Roper, phone
9730 2813.

PARISH GROUPS:

COMMUNITY GROUPS:

FAITH DEVELOPMENT AND
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMS

Family Drug Help 1st & 3rd Tues
1300 660 068

Knitting Group
Anybody wishing to find about what
Catholics believe, please contact Debbie, Garments knitted by the group will be sent to
Papua with John Ward in 2020.
at the Parish Office. Mob: 0448 664 731
Contact: Mary 5962 3287

Catechist Program
Men’s Breakfast
Assists school aged children to prepare 1st Saturday of the month
to receive the Sacraments. Please contact
Pamphlets & Newsletters:
Debbie for more information.
Meditation Group Mondays 9.15am
- 10.15am - Anna 5962 4308
Care Group
First Friday of the month 1.30-3.30pm
Hall Bookings
Call Marie Snell 5962 3794

If you would like to leave literature in the
Church please check with the Parish Office
beforehand.
Lookout for the Safety of children:
LOOKOUT is a local community group
concerned with keeping children safe from
abuse and being there for adult victims.
Next Meeting: To be advised

Youth-Led Mass
All secondary students who would like to
join the team are encouraged to contact CHILD PROTECTION TEAM
Fr Arsenio Tuazon,
Paula on 0423 508 355 for more info.

Dinner at Darron’s Youth Team
Secondary school students are invitFOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES
ed to be involved in cooking and/or
ARE IN FEBRUARY
serving a 2-course dinner to those
Laurie Nairn (01.02.13), John Holland (08.02.11), who are financially disadvantaged or
socially isolated, as part of the
Giobatta Mioni (09.02.49), John Doyle
Dinner at Darron’s Meal program
(09.02.17), Leonard Postlethwaite (10.02.09),
George Shaddock (12.02.10), Zofia (Sonia)
organised by HICCI.
Howie (8.02.16), Dorothy Chan (13.02.07), Claire Contact: Andrea 0417 088 231

Debbie Edwards, Cath O’Halloran,
Denise O’Dwyer, and John Barrett

