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A Few Thoughts from Debbie
Lent started this week, on Ash
Wednesday, encouraging us to
consciously encounter God, personally,
during this time of reflection and
rejuvenation. On Ash Wednesday, our
foreheads were marked with ash,
reminding us that our human life is only a
part of our eternal journey. We struggle
to move forward, and we need not
struggle alone. Towards the end of Lent,
in particular, we relive the story of Jesus’
betrayal, trial, humiliation, torture and
death. We find him just as vulnerable and
helpless as we found him at Christmas
time, just a few short weeks ago. Then,
we encountered Jesus as a cute, helpless
little baby, adored by all who were
inspired to visit the stable where he was
born. Our saviour does not look like a
saviour, either at Christmas time, or on
Good Friday. Human as we are human,
Jesus struggled through his vulnerability,
just as we do every day. He ‘gets it’,
because he has lived it. Just like Jesus,
our human condition leaves us vulnerable
and in need. Yet in the glory of Easter,
through the wonder of the Resurrection of
Jesus, who is fully human like us, yet also
fully divine as God’s Son, we find our
salvation. We are encouraged to prepare
ourselves for this miracle throughout the
Lenten season, and there is no better way
of achieving this than by consciously
opening ourselves to conversation with
God. When we were baptised, we
encountered God in a unique and personal
meeting. Ideally, our friendship with him
steadily strengthens throughout our
lifetime, through regular personal
contact. God is with us always, faithful
and constant, but we often fail to
recognise his dependable presence with
us. Lent is our opportunity to work on
our friendship with God as a conscious
mission, and the best way to strengthen
friendship is presence and
conversation. When I connect with God
consciously, I grow towards him, in
awareness and in relationship. Self-denial
is a constructive thing to take on as a

project during Lent. I control my own
passions, and think outwardly instead of
inwardly. I think of God’s love, instead
of choosing my own wants. One of the
greatest gifts I can offer God costs
nothing in financial terms, but initially
may challenge me greatly, at times a true
act of self-denial. My time is an
intensely personal and precious gift that is
possibly more costly to offer to my friend
than almost anything else. Ten minutes
consciously offered to God each day
during Lent is an investment that is
priceless. How do I go about giving God
that ten minute gift?.. simply,
uncomplicatedly, by setting aside ten
minutes to be quiet with him. In doing so,
I give God a gift that will benefit myself
far more than the little I may offer to
him. Conversation is a two way
process. I may do some of the talking
initially, in prayer, but then I need to
listen for my friend’s response to me. I
need to stop, completely, with as few
distractions as possible. This is where
self-control comes in. I need to listen. I
need to turn the phone off. I may hear
birds, or a lawn mower, or the fridge at
first, but when I offer God ten minutes of
my time, I may also become aware of
surprises I may not expect. God speaks to
us in all sorts of ways. I need to be brave
enough to be open to the unexpected.
When I am truly open to God, anything
can happen, and sometimes this
possibility is enough to freak us out! My
gift to God this Lent could be my time,
my friendship, and my willingness to be
brave enough to let him speak to me in
whatever way he chooses.

Weekly Mass Times
1st Wednesday 7pm
3rd Sunday 5 pm
2nd & 4th Thursday Rosary 6.30pm
St Aloysius’, Yarra Glen
2nd,3rd,4th,5th Wednesday 7.30pm
St Brigid’s, Healesville

Roster 8th March

Upcoming Dates

Collections

Reader:

March

Healesville 23rdFebruary
Church: $ 343.05
Presbytery: $ 227.20

E mc Gettigan
Communion: Schelfhout,
Adams, Caporell
Cuppa:
J Drummond
Cleaning: Oude-Meilink
Counters: P. O’Dwyer

1st,2nd,4th,5th Thursday 9.15am
St Brigid’s, Healesville
3rd Thursday 10.30am
Our Lady of the Snows,
Marysville

Prayer
God of all peoples and nations. As you
accompany us on our Lenten journey.
May our fasting strengthen our
commitment to live in solidarity. Our
almsgiving be an act of justice. And our
prayers anchor us in love and
compassion. Awaken our hearts and
minds that we may be one human
family. As we all go further together. We
ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen

the prayers of our parish family
accompany each and every one of us
as we stand at the dawn of
the new year to come. May the love
of the Christ child settle in your
heart and fill you with joy, trust
and peace throughout 2020.
World Day of Prayer
This year the liturgy for the World Day of
Prayer program has been prepared by the
people of Zimbabwe. The theme is “Rise
Take your mat and walk!” Friday 6th
March at Our Lady of the Snows
Church in Marysville, Commencing at
11:00am. All welcome.

Rise! Home Awaits—Catholic
Youth festival 21 March 2020
Emmaus College, 503 Springvale Rd,
Vermont South, 10 am—6 pm.
Featuring Fr Rob Galea, Justine Cumbo
and J. Sano.

6th World Day of Prayer

12th Anointing Mass for the
Sick
April

10th Collection for Holy Place
(Good Friday)

FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES
ARE IN MARCH

Marysville 20th February
Church:
$53.00
Yarra Glen 16thFebruary
Collection: $195.70
Presbytery: $145.00
Op Shop: $

Dinner at Darron’s Youth Team
Secondary school students are invited to
be involved in cooking and/or serving a 2course dinner to those who are financially
disadvantaged or socially isolated, as part
of the Dinner at Darron’s Meal program
organised by HICCI.
Contact: Andrea 0417 088 231
Lenten Reflection Group:
“Be Opened: A Journey to New Life”

All victims of the bushfires, drought,
abuse, and injustice, and children
everywhere.

Sr Nell Russell (03.03.16), Ronald
Donchi (05.03.83), H. Weda (12.03.03),
Rene Chandler (13.03.96), Helen
Srafford, (16.03.08), Frank McDonald
(12.03.04), John Doensen (17.03.17),
Ziggy Nadolski (18/3/11), Claudio Latin
(20.03.13), Mary Snell (22.03.12),
Antionio Bariola (24.03.99), John Field
(23.03.42), Mary Wood (23.03.03),
Eva Jansen (2006) , Erica Fries (2005),
Mavis McKenzie (2006), Harry van de ven,
Susan Sosic (25.03.19)
We pray especially for those whom noone remembers.

Recently deceased

PARISH GROUPS:

COMMUNITY GROUPS:

FAITH DEVELOPMENT AND
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMS

Family Drug Help 1st & 3rd Tues
1300 660 068

3 Streams for workshops: Stream 1:
Years 7 & 8; Stream 2: Years 9—11;
Stream 3: Yr 12 to 25 years of age.
Tickets $20 (early bird price)
For more info: risemelbourne.com
PLEASE PRAY FOR:

Pat Dovan, Kath Skate, Tony Grieve,

For those who are Sick
Blake Smith, Trish Leahy, John Snell,
Abby Sharp, Peter Munro, Baby Emmett
Hysted, Megan, Bernie Jansen, Andrew
Sharp, John, Glenn, Lyn Francis, Dorothy
Barber, Maureen Fogarty, Fiona, Annie
Preuss, Michelle Ryan, Damian, John,
Alison, Heather, Julie Bates, Garry
The Anointing mass
Dettman, Bradley Jordan, Jeanette
For the sick, the elderly and the young in on Henkel, Richard Galbraith, Annette
Thursday 12th March at 11:00am in
Fromholtz, Debbie Huby, Geoff Lucas,
St Brigid’s Church. Followed by a light
Sandra Donkin, Dorothy Fraser, Glen, Ernst
Lunch in the hall. We would welcome a
Fries, Fred Bullas, Fred Coullas, Mitchell
plate of cakes or slices to share.
Wilson, Evie Gleeson, Indy Dawes, Rade
The Care Team.
Krstic, Megan Williams, Michael Wood, Bill
Howie, Jennie,Michael, Margo & Stephen
Welcome to all our Visitors
Youngberry, Marie Hammond, John
Welcome to anyone who may be visiting Mulholland, Rhiannon Days, Val Savitt, Ron
our parish at this special time of the year. Garland, Jaz Nueber, James Cooney,
Please feel free to join us for a cuppa in
Robert, Mary & Gerard Bariola, Tilly Van
the hall following Mass and we hope you der Zee, Albert Slawinski, Lydia, Joyce
have a wonderful holiday.
Slattery, Lawrie Field, Annie, Debbie & Bob
Ireland, Emma Hemsley, Val & Michael
Hi to Old Friends
Christie, Pat, Ted & Peter Bowling,
Natasha, Mia, James.
A big hi! to our friends who are not able

to join us regularly but who are still very
much a part of our parish family.

Project Compassion

You are all are invited to gather together
to listen, learn and reflect on the Sunday
readings of Lent. Tuesdays 2-3pm Parish
Hall. Come to as many sessions as you are
able (even one!). Books available for $5.
Info and books from Elissa Roper, phone
9730 2813.

Knitting Group
Anybody wishing to find about what
Catholics believe, please contact Debbie, Garments knitted by the group will be sent to
Papua with John Ward in 2020.
at the Parish Office. Mob: 0448 664 731
Contact: Mary 5962 3287

Catechist Program
Men’s Breakfast
Assists school aged children to prepare 1st Saturday of the month
to receive the Sacraments. Please contact
Pamphlets & Newsletters:
Debbie for more information.
Meditation Group Mondays 9.15am
- 10.15am - Anna 5962 4308
Care Group
First Friday of the month 1.30-3.30pm
Hall Bookings
Call Marie Snell 5962 3794
Youth-Led Mass
All secondary students who would like to
join the team are encouraged to contact
Paula on 0423 508 355 for more info.

If you would like to leave literature in the
Church please check with the Parish Office
beforehand.
Lookout for the Safety of children:
LOOKOUT is a local community group
concerned with keeping children safe from
abuse and being there for adult victims.
Next Meeting: To be advised

CHILD PROTECTION TEAM
Fr Arsenio Tuazon,
Debbie Edwards,
Cath O’Halloran,
Denise O’Dwyer and
John Barrett

