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Jesus encouraged his friends to
welcome little children. He also
encouraged them to become like little
children, going so far as to say that
unless you become like a child, you
cannot enter the Kingdom of
Heaven. This must have been difficult
for his apostles to understand at the
time, as children were culturally lumped
in with women and slaves in their
society, men held a much more
prestigious position on the village
honour-roll than others. Widows, the
sick, the poor, sinners, etc etc, all
suffered the consequences of their
‘weakness’. The vulnerable had no
rights, and depended on the kindness of
others for survival. It was believed that
those who suffered misfortune did so
because of sin, their own, or as punishment for the sins of someone else in
their family lineage. To ignore them
was to virtually assist them in their
reparation for that sin. Yet, perhaps
outrageously, Jesus spent his ministry
defending the underdog and rejoicing in
the dignity of each and every individual
he met. At times this ‘rejoicing’ was
uncomfortable for the one being
reminded of their own innate
dignity! The Gospel this week holds the
selfish rich to account in no uncertain
terms. Jesus’ expectations that his
apostles would become like little
children had to have had them shaking
their heads in amazement at times, as so
much of what he taught them made
them do. It was only when the Holy
Spirit came upon them at Pentecost that
everything he had said to them clicked
into place, and they ‘got it’, finally.

with the all-consuming love of a son.
If Jesus expects something of us, he
expected it of himself first. Above all
else, Jesus encouraged us to enter into
his relationship with his Father, the
relationship of Father and child. As the
result of his invitation, like Jesus, we
come to God as his child. We call his
Father our Father. We rest on our
Father’s knee, we confide in him, we
hold nothing back, we become honest
with ourselves in his presence. We
allow our Father to hold our hand, to
guide us to where he wants us to
go. Just as a child loves repetition, we
come repeatedly to our Father in
prayer. We listen to him, and we trust
that he will feed us, clothe us and love
us for ourselves, not for whom we
might be. We come to him when we
need comfort, and draw on his strength,
and we allow him to scoop us up in
times of danger to keep us safe. And
when he sets us down, we run! If we
follow the rules, they will keep us safe,
but we are allowed to ask questions, to
test out the system, to discover our
world, and to use the word ‘why’. We
should remember to say ‘please’ and
‘thank you’, to God and to our
friends. We should share with others,
play nicely, and spread the love we
have been given to those we meet.
We should come home when it is
getting dark, and spend time around the
table with our Father, and with our
brothers and sisters. In need of rest, we
need to relax in our Father’s love, to
spend time around the fire with our
God, and we can sleep securely
knowing he will never leave us. At the
end of our days, we may expect a rich
inheritance.

of how he expects us to live. He was
genuine, honest, open, loving, trusting,
as a little child is. He was fair, treated
others as equals, and he loved his father

we need to unwrap to appreciate, the
great gift of entering into his own
relationship of Father and child. Thank
you Jesus, yet again!

Debbie’s Thoughts

Weekly Mass Times
1st Wednesday 7pm
3rd Sunday 5 pm
2nd & 4th Thursday Rosary 6.30pm
St Aloysius’, Yarra Glen
2nd,3rd,4th,5th Wednesday 7.30pm
St Brigid’s, Healesville
1st,2nd,4th,5th Thursday 9.15am
St Brigid’s, Healesville

Roster 6th October

Upcoming Dates

Collections

Reader:

October

Healesville 22nd September

C. O’Halloran
Communion: M. Snell
F. Oude-Meilink
K. Thushara
Cuppa:
Volunteer
Cleaning: Hysted
Counters: O’Dwyer

3rd Thursday 10.30am
Our Lady of the Snows,
Marysville

Social Justice Sunday
We celebrate Social Justice Sunday
today. This year, the Australian
Bishops’ Social Justice Statement is
titled: ‘Making it Real: Genuine human
encounter in our digital world’. It shares
Pope Francis’ challenge to us to ‘boldly
become citizens of the digital world’. It
points out that we are called not just to
be inhabitants of this world, but active
citizens shaping it.
For further details about the Social
Justice Statement, visit the Office for
Social Justice website
(www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au)

Catholic Youth Festival—
Perth, December 2019
Encouraging our youth to explore their
Faith and to participate more fully is a
priority for our parish. If you would
like to help our local students to meet
the cost of attending the Catholic Youth
Festival, please contact the office.

September—the month to
celebrate the Season of
Creation

September is the month in which we
are particularly tuned in to praying
for our beautiful world, in
thanksgiving for its magnificent
intricacy and as part of our
responsibility to preserve and protect
the great gift that has been entrusted
to us by God, in making us all
stewards of Creation. Special
Prayers of the Faithful will be
Jesus himself acted as an example to us What a wonderful gift Jesus left us, one prayed each week this month.

October—Pope Francis’
Extraordinary month of
Mission

Pope Francis has declared the month
of October to be a special time to
focus on Mission. We are invited to
reflect, discern, explore, create,
experience, celebrate, pray and be
nourished as we enjoy various
events to be held around the
Archdiocese of Melbourne
throughout October. More news
to follow shortly.
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
All Victims of abuse and injustice
Recently deceased
Laurie Fromholtz, Maggie Lloyd-Smith,
John Duffy, Margaret Pomeroy, Clare Lyons
(Sr Colleen’s sister), Ashley Warton

2nd
7th
13th
17th
20th
20th
21st
22nd
27th
28th
30th

Yarra Glen Mass 7 pm
Term 4 begins
Life, Marriage & Family
Sunday
Marysville Mass 10.30 am
Yarra Glen Mass 5 pm
Special Collection—
World Mission Sunday
Dinner at Darron’s Prep
Dinner at Darron’s
Prep Family Mass
Lookout Mtg 1 pm
First Reconciliation
Parent Night 6.30 pm
followed by Mass 7.30 pm

For those whose anniversaries are in
september
Patricia Carey (02.09.13), Michael Scowen
(03.09.05), Bernard Jansen (05.09.04), Frieddy
Laszozewski (10.09.82), Moyra Donchi
(10.09.15), Bruce Jarvis (14.09.11), Dorothy
Amarant (19.09.08), Michael O’Dwyer
(20.09.97), Les Humphries (20.09.13), Greta
Dame (28.09.96), Betty Ireland (28.09.97),
Henriette Sallay (29.09.13), Justin Perry,
Sr Mary Fran Coburn (2008), Peter Barnett

Church:
$ tba
Presbytery: $ tba
Marysville Aug & Sep
No Collection
Op Shop
$ 500
Yarra Glen 4th September
Church
Op Shop

$ 122
$ 3,500

Yarra Glen 15th September
Church

$ 83

Dinner at Darron’s Youth Team
Secondary school students are invited to
be involved in cooking and/or serving
a 2-course dinner to those who are
financially disadvantaged or socially
isolated, as part of the Dinner at
Darron’s Meal program organised by
HICCI.
Contact: Andrea 0417 088 231
Next dates: 21st & 22nd September

We pray especially for those whom no-one
remembers.

Gospel & Life
Temporarily in recession. More news to
follow. Contact: Elissa (97302813).

PARISH GROUPS:

COMMUNITY GROUPS:

FAITH DEVELOPMENT AND
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMS

Family Drug Help 1st & 3rd Tues
1300 660 068
“Vulnerable children of the World”

Anybody wishing to find about what
Mary 5962 3287
Catholics believe, please contact Debbie,
at the Parish Office. Mob: 0448 664 731 Men’s Breakfast

1st Saturday of the month

For those who are Sick

Catechist Program
Blake Smith, Trish Leahy, John Snell,
Pamphlets & Newsletters:
Abby Sharp, Peter Munro, Baby Emmett Hysted, Assists school aged children to prepare
If you would like to leave literature in the
to receive the Sacraments. Please contact
Megan, Bernie Jansen, Andrew Sharp,
Church please check with the Parish Office
Debbie for more information.
John, Glenn, Lyn Francis, Dorothy Barber,
Maureen Fogarty, Fiona, Annie Preuss,
Michelle Ryan, Damian, John, Alison, Heather,
Julie Bates, Garry Dettman, Bradley Jordan,
Jeanette Henkel, Richard Galbraith, Annette
Fromholtz, Debbie Huby, Geoff Lucas, Sandra
Donkin, Dorothy Fraser, Glen, Ernst Fries, Fred
Bullas, Fred Coullas, Mitchell Wilson, Evie
Gleeson, Indy Dawes, Rade Krstic, Megan
Williams, Michael Christie, Michael Wood,
Bill Howie, Jennie, Michael, Margo & Stephen
Youngberry, Marie Hammond, John Mulholland,
Rhiannon Days, Val Savitt, Ron Garland, Jaz
Nueber, James Cooney, Robert, Mary & Gerard
Bariola, Tilly Van der Zee, Albert Slawinski,
Lydia, Joyce Slattery, Lawrie Field, Annie,
Debbie & Bob Ireland, Emma Hemsley,
Val & Tim Christie, Ted & Peter Bowling,
Tony Grieve, Natasha.

beforehand.

Meditation Group Mondays 9.15am
- 10.15am - Anna 5962 4308
Care Group
First Friday of the month 1.30-3.30pm
Playgroup is not running at this time

Lookout for the Safety of children:
LOOKOUT is a local community group concerned with keeping children safe from abuse
and being there for adult victims.
Next Meeting: Golden Wattle House,
Joffre St on Monday 28th October at 1 pm

CHILD PROTECTION TEAM
Fr Arsenio Tuazon,
Debbie Edwards,
Paula Pearce,
Youth-Led Mass
Denise O’Dwyer,
All secondary students who would like to
and John Barrett

Hall Bookings
Call Marie Snell 5962 3794 o

join the team are encouraged to contact
Paula on 0423 508 355 for more info.

