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Debbie’s thoughts

accompany people from a wide
spectrum of ages and stages as they
explore their Faith and make their
spiritual discoveries. I feel, at times, a
witness to the fact that our relationship
with God unfolds in complexity in some
surprising, unpredictable and
unexpected ways, and everyone’s
journey is unique. We develop in years
and in capability as we grow. At times
we are the searchers, at times God is the
one who seeks us out. Our relationship
with God sustains and supports us when
we need help and comfort to negotiate
life’s waves safely, providing us with
courage and unfolding wisdom when
we need it most. As we age, our
friendship with God often seems to me
to simplify dramatically, as life slows
down again for us as we reach our
‘golden years’. The excitement and
absorbency of childhood, the brashness
and daring of youth, and the bewildered
confidence of our adult years slowly
give way to the quiet of wisdom that is
hard won. Some of the elderly people I
visit no longer need to make earthshattering decisions for themselves,
others now do that for them, but many
have a calmness that helps me to
recognise the closeness of Jesus in a
way that I cannot put words to. The
wisdom that comes with a ‘job well
done’ as far as active life is concerned
somehow cuts away the details that
distract younger folk, and directs our
slowed steps, without speed wobbles or
the need for maps, to follow the path
home to God’s waiting arms. It is
comforting to know that whatever our
‘age or stage’, Jesus walks with us, very
close to us, and as the Footsteps Prayer
tells us, when we can no longer stagger
along by ourselves, he carries us.

Whenever I visit a local Aged Care
facility to lead a prayer service for the
wonderful elderly people who faithfully
gather for ‘church’, I am challenged to
choose a reading that I think will be
particularly meaningful for them, in all
their similarities and in their
differences. I try to find a story from
the life of Jesus that will perhaps trigger
memories from the past, and that I hope
will relate to the life that they are
currently living, in retirement.
Sometime around the middle of the
year, I like to choose the Christmas
story, and we listen to some of the
carols that we play during the Christmas
season. Silent Night is a firm favourite,
and I often wind up playing it more than
once. It seems such a pity to restrict our
reading of this pivotal Christian
milestone to just once each
year! Invariably, those whom I visit
find a real connection to the story of
Jesus’ birth. Not only do they reconnect
to the hope that is inherent in the
account of the birth of God’s Son, but
they also have a chance to quietly recall
many happy memories of their family
and friends gathering for Christmases
past. The slow and gentle space of
prayer is a chance to quietly reflect on
times gone by, with people who may
have also gone by. We bring God’s
love to these memories, and pray for
those who are part of them. Children
also love the Christmas story, and on
occasions, I have found it very
rewarding to conduct Children’s Liturgy
of the Word, and witness an individual
child’s unfolding discovery of Jesus as
he relates to the star, the stable and the
animals. When the connection is made
between Jesus from ‘Church’ and the
baby on the Christmas card, that child
Social Services Sunday—
jumps forward on their journey with
Today
God, almost visibly, and I love to be a
part of the process. As the Pastoral
This weekend we celebrate Catholic Social
Worker of our Parish, I am privileged to

Weekly Mass Times
1st Wednesday 7pm
3rd Sunday 5 pm
2nd & 4th Thursday Rosary 6.30pm
St Aloysius’, Yarra Glen
2nd,3rd,4th,5th Wednesday 7.30pm
St Brigid’s, Healesville
1st,2nd,4th,5th Thursday 9.15am
St Brigid’s, Healesville

Roster 22nd September

Upcoming Dates

Reader:

September

Volunteer
Communion: M. Adams
A. Caporelli
A. Lehman
Cuppa:
J. Drummond
Cleaning: F. Oude-Meilink
Counters: D. O’Dwyer

3rd Thursday 10.30am
Our Lady of the Snows,
Marysville

Services Victoria’s outstanding work with
the vulnerable and disadvantaged of our
community. 28 different services are listed
as being provided by 46 different organisations which come under the umbrella of the
CSSV network. Just some of the services
provided include accommodation, disability
care, employment services, indigenous support services, mental health support, loss
and grief counselling, refugee assistance,
pregnancy counselling, drug and alcohol
services, and support for prisoners, youth,
parents, families and the aged. Our Catholic
family is certainly active and alive and making a difference. To find out more visit
www.css.org. au/services

Congratulations to Our
Confirmation Candidates
Congratulations to our newly Confirmed
Grade 6 children, and to their sponsors and
families. The Confirmation Mass was a
wonderful celebration of our Faith, the
children's smiles reflected the sacred reality
of the Holy Spirit's presence with each of
them, in our midst. May God continue to
bless them, and those to whom they minister
as Confirmed Catholics.

Catholic Youth Festival—
Perth, December 2019

15th

Confirmation
Thanksgiving Mass and
Year 5/6 Family Mass
15th Social Services Sunday
15th Yarra Glen Mass 5 pm
19th Mass at Marysville 10.30
20th Term 3 concludes
23rd Lookout Mtg 1 pm
29th Social Justice Sunday
October
2nd

Yarra Glen Mass 7 pm

Bariola, Tilly Van der Zee, Albert Slawinski,
Lydia, Joyce Slattery, Lawrie Field, Annie,
Debbie & Bob Ireland, Emma Hemsley,
Val & Tim Christie, Ted & Peter Bowling,
Tony Grieve, Natasha.

Encouraging our youth to explore their
Faith and to participate more fully is a
priority for our parish. If you would
like to help our local students to meet
For those whose anniversaries are in
the cost of attending the Catholic Youth
september
Festival, please contact the office.

Season of Creation
September is the month in which we are
particularly tuned in to praying for our
beautiful world, in thanksgiving for its
magnificent intricacy and as part of our
responsibility to preserve and protect the
great gift that has been entrusted to us by
God, in making us all stewards of
Creation. Special Prayers of the Faithful
will be prayed each week this month.
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
All Victims of abuse and injustice
Recently deceased
Laurie Fromholtz, Maggie Lloyd-Smith,
John Duffy, Margaret Pomeroy, Clare Lyons
(Sr Colleen’s sister)

Collections

Patricia Carey (02.09.13), Michael Scowen
(03.09.05), Bernard Jansen (05.09.04), Frieddy
Laszozewski (10.09.82), Moyra Donchi
(10.09.15), Bruce Jarvis (14.09.11), Dorothy
Amarant (19.09.08), Michael O’Dwyer
(20.09.97), Les Humphries (20.09.13), Greta
Dame (28.09.96), Betty Ireland (28.09.97),
Henriette Sallay (29.09.13), Justin Perry,
Sr Mary Fran Coburn (2008), Peter Barnett

Healesville 1st September
Church:
$ 286
Presbytery: $ 186
Special
$ 333
(Father’s Day)
Healesville 8th September
Church:
$ 500
Presbytery: $ 193
Marysville 18th July
Collection: $ 30
Op Shop
$ 500
Yarra Glen
Collection
Op Shop

$ tba
$ 3,500

join the team are encouraged to contact
Paula on 0423 508 355 for more info.
Dinner at Darron’s Youth Team
Secondary school students are invited to
be involved in cooking and/or serving
a 2-course dinner to those who are
financially disadvantaged or socially
isolated, as part of the Dinner at
Darron’s Meal program organised by
HICCI.
Contact: Andrea 0417 088 231
Next dates: 21st & 22nd September

Gospel & Life
Temporarily in recession. More news to
follow. Contact: Elissa (97302813).
COMMUNITY GROUPS:

We pray especially for those whom no-one
remembers.

Family Drug Help 1st & 3rd Tues
1300 660 068

PARISH GROUPS:

“Vulnerable children of the World”
Mary 5962 3287

FAITH DEVELOPMENT AND
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMS

Men’s Breakfast
1st Saturday of the month

Today we help them to celebrate at their
Thanksgiving Mass, which is also our Grade
5/6 Family Mass. Please join us in the hall For those who are Sick
for morning tea following Mass.
Blake Smith, Trish Leahy, John Snell,

Anybody wishing to find about what
Pamphlets & Newsletters:
Catholics believe, please contact Debbie,
If you would like to leave literature in the
at the Parish Office. Mob: 0448 664 731

Abby Sharp, Peter Munro, Baby Emmett Hysted,
Megan, Bernie Jansen, Andrew Sharp,
Thanks to all who contributed to making John, Glenn, Lyn Francis, Dorothy Barber,
the Spring Friendship Lunch a wonderful
Maureen Fogarty, Fiona, Annie Preuss,
success. A special thanks to the expert
Michelle Ryan, Damian, John, Alison, Heather,
chefs, to those who ‘waited on tables’, to
Julie Bates, Garry Dettman, Bradley Jordan,
those who provided transport and to our
school’s representatives who joined in the Jeanette Henkel, Richard Galbraith, Annette
fun. Most of all, thanks to all who came Fromholtz, Debbie Huby, Geoff Lucas, Sandra
Donkin, Dorothy Fraser, Glen, Ernst Fries, Fred
along to enjoy catching up with old
friends.
Bullas, Fred Coullas, Mitchell Wilson, Evie
Gleeson, Indy Dawes, Rade Krstic, Megan
Williams, Michael Christie, Michael Wood,
Bill Howie, Jennie, Michael, Margo & Stephen
Youngberry, Marie Hammond, John Mulholland,
Rhiannon Days, Val Savitt, Ron Garland, Jaz
Nueber, James Cooney, Robert, Mary & Gerard

beforehand.
Catechist Program
Assists school aged children to prepare
to receive the Sacraments. Please contact Lookout for the Safety of children:
LOOKOUT is a local community group conDebbie for more information.

Care Group: Thank you

Church please check with the Parish Office

Meditation Group Mondays 9.15am
- 10.15am - Anna 5962 4308
Care Group
First Friday of the month 1.30-3.30pm
Playgroup is not running at this time
Hall Bookings
Call Marie Snell 5962 3794 o
Youth-Led Mass
All secondary students who would like to

cerned with keeping children safe from abuse
and being there for adult victims.
Next Meeting: Golden Wattle House,
Joffre St on Monday 23rd Sep at 1 pm

CHILD PROTECTION TEAM
Fr Arsenio Tuazon,
Debbie Edwards,
Paula Pearce,
Denise O’Dwyer,
and John Barrett

