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A Word from Debbie:
My thirty-something son sent me a wonderful family photo on the weekend. His
family was attending a birthday party for a
little friend, and everyone was dressing up
to celebrate. My son was wearing a long
thin yellow balloon tied to form a circle
around his head, and was amused and
somewhat thrilled when his 6 year old son
asked if he was dressed up as God! This
little exchange made me think about our
image of God, which can and should change
quite regularly. I often ask the RCIA group
to think about their image of God, how they
visualise him, encouraging them to put
words to what is often extremely difficult to
describe. My own response to this activity
changes from group to group. Let’s face it,
there is certainly no right or wrong answer
to this challenge. We are each at a different
place in our relationship with God, and our
own experiences help us to connect with
him in relationship that moves and changes
with the years. My 6 year old grandson
sees God in his dad, it wasn't just a funny
thing to say. I agree with him! My son was
my first-born child, and I vividly remember
holding him as a newborn, finding God in a
way that I had never done so before. Through my newly discovered love for
my perfect little boy, and the sheer wonder
of holding my own child in my arms, I connected with God’s powerful love for me and
for him in a way that was previously undiscovered for me. As we move through the
next few weeks of Advent, towards Christmas Day and the celebration of the birth of
Jesus, we take time, time to contemplate
our journey with God throughout our entire
lives, step by step, aware that we are being
guided, guarded, and gently led by the
one who loved us into existence. We cannot yet see God face to face, yet we see and
feel him in those who are given to us to
accompany us on our shared path into eter
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1st Wednesday 7pm
2nd & 4th Thursday Rosary 6.30pm
St Aloysius’, Yarra Glen
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YG Mass 5pm
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3rd Thursday 10.30am
Our Lady of the Snows,
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PARISH NEWS:
nity and beyond. The theme for our first
week of Advent is Covenant, mentioned in
our readings. God’s promise to the people
of the Old Testament was that he would be
their God. The people of the Old Testament
promised that they would be God’s people. When God promises, he delivers! A
covenant is an agreement that is serious,
and is agreed upon between two parties,
not just one. The Old Testament people
waivered constantly in their commitment,
but God faithfully guided them back when
they moved away from him. This covenant
is our own today. It is as simple as
that! God’s promise to be with his people,
faithful, patient, forgiving, merciful and loving, is fulfilled in the birth of Jesus, in his life
amongst us, and in his death and resurrection. We are God’s people. Our promise is
fulfilled simply in our openness to receive
his love and mercy. Not a bad deal! We
win in every direction! We simply need to
open our hearts to appreciate God’s faithful
presence with us in each moment of our
day. God’s promise to be our God is played
out in so many wonderful moments of
touch, it is such a pity to miss those moments as they arrive. Perhaps this week we
can work on opening ourselves to what God
gives so lavishly, his commitment to being
our God. In doing so, we affirm that we are
his people. It is just as simple as that.

Rosters
If you would like to be added to our 6
monthly roster please contact Denise.
Or if you’re having holidays we can work
around the dates.
Denise can be contact denise_odwyer
@yahoo.com.au or 5962 3150

weekly Collection

Roster 9th Dec 2018

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR:
Fr Arsenio has announced arrangements
for 2019 for Parish Staff.
As you would be aware, Paula has been
studying and has excitedly taken up a
Counselling role for 2019.
Paula will be finishing up in
December 2018 and Debbie Edwards and
Sharon Jacob will share the role of secretary. Debbie will take on the administration side and work 2 days next year Tuesday (administration) and Thursday
(pastoral) and Sharon (currently secretary at St Pat’s in Lilydale) will be looking
after the financial and record-keeping
aspects of the role (Thursday).
There will be a farewell morning tea for

Paula on Sunday 23rd Dec after Mass.

Plenary Council 2020:
a Listening and Dialogue Encounter
The Plenary Council feedback allows for a
story to be shared. The Gospel & Life Group
have submitted the following response. All
individuals and groups involved in Plenary
Council reflections are invited to consider
their own story that has shaped them. The
power of reflection and remembering together can help us to see God’s work in our
lives, and enable us to better serve God and
each other.
Would you like to share a story about your
experience of faith or of the Church in
Australia that has shaped you?
Our parish has an extraordinary gift of hospitality. We know this to be true because
we have all experienced it in some way:

PARISH GROUPS:
during bereavement, illness, loneliness, and
through many forms of suffering, we know
that our parish will care for us in very practical and prayerful ways. Our hospitality is
active and includes welcoming and engaging with people. Strangers are welcomed
and our youth are celebrated, the Sacraments are happy and inclusive celebrations,
and the Church is bursting at funerals. Neither the smallest nor the oldest are forgotten by our care group, pastoral associate
and priest. Our hospitality extends to our
families, school and town, and even wider.
Our prayer group has remembered one
particular event that helped this grace to
take root in our parish. After a crisis of
abuse a priest came to our people and told
them “you people are the Church.” In a
deeply symbolic move he took down the
fence that encircled the presbytery. Those
who remember this time say that “everyone
did something.” It was a hard time, and it
still is as we struggle with our past and
those who remain hurt, but the Spirit has
flourished in the people and parish of St
Brigid’s Healesville - and we thank God.

Pavlou Sentence Hearing
Paul Pavlou will be sentenced on new
charges on Monday 3rd December.

Gospel & Life

Our next meeting is Tues 27th November
2-3pm in the Presbytery.
All welcome! Enq. Elissa (97302813).
Youth-Led Mass
Our next Mass for Term 4 is 23rd December.
All secondary students who would like to join
the team are encouraged to contact
Paula on 0423 508 355 for more information.
Dinner at Darron’s Youth Team
Secondary school students are invited to be
involved in cooking and/or serving a 2-course
dinner to those who are financially
disadvantaged or socially isolated as part of
the Dinner at Darron’s Meal program
organised by HICCI. Andrea 0417 088 231.
Will commence again in 2019

$ 424

Please
remember
to keep babies
Jean Bernice &
Emmett in
your prayers.

Evie Gleeson, Indy Dawes, Rade Krstic, Megan
Williams, Michael Christie, Joan Hollow, Michael
Wood, Bill Howie, Jennie, Michael & Stephen
Youngberry, John Mulholland, Rhiannon Days,
Val Savitt, Ron Garland, Jaz Nueber, Patricia
Beggs, James Cooney, Robert & Mary Bariola,
Tilly Van der Zee, John Lauman
Anniversaries in DECEMBER
Josephine Fassler (06.12.95), Rehana Dowler
(07.11.13), Lucy Mahedy (09.12.96), Mark
Broomhead (11.12.13), Ilona Huebel (12.12.74),
Doris Dennehy (12.12.95), Danny O’Meara (12.12.10),
Nora Podesta (14.12.06), Paul Dunlop (14.12.06), Neil
Lindorff (19.12.08), Noel Dudgeon (20.12.09), Pietro
Bariola (27.12.88), Bishop Joe Grech (28.12.10), Dolly
(Florence) Reeves, Dennis Eldred, Dawn Flannaghan,
Paul Hansen, Hans Rietbergen, John Burger

We pray especially for those
whom no-one remembers.

See: http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au
Ask: Elissa Roper elissaroper@hotmail.com
Blog: onwiththesynod.wordpress.com Ask:

PLEASE PRAY FOR:
Recently deceased
Bethea Melrose, Juliana Tuazon

PARISH GROUPS:
RCIC & RCIA Anybody wishing to find about
what Catholics believe contact Debbie,
our Pastoral worker.
RCIC - Baptism Is someone in your family
interested in finding out about the Sacrament
of Baptism? Contact Debbie 0400 310 703

For those who are Sick
Ann Buissink, Blake Smith, Trish Leahy,
There are four spare seats on the bus if you John Snell, Abby Sharp, Peter Munro, Baby Em- Catechist Program For children attending non-Catholic schools, who are wishing to
would like to come please phone
mett Hysted, Megan, Bernie Jansen,
Ian Lawther on 0427 511 70.
Andrew Sharp, Maree Campitelli, John, Glenn, participate in the Sacraments this year, please
contact Debbie for more information.
Lyn Francis, Dorothy Barber, Maureen Fogarty,
Fiona, Val Christie, Annie Preuss, Michelle Ryan,
Meditation Group Mondays 9.15am Letters to Federal MPs
Damian,
John, Suzan Sosic, Robbie Ireland, Joyce
10.15am - Anna 5962 4308
re Children on Nauru
Slattery, Alison, Heather, Julie Bates, Garry Dett- Care Group 1st Friday of mth 1.30-3.30pm
For those of you who have written letters to man, Bradley Jordan, Jeanette Henkel, Richard
Playgroup is not running at this time
Federal MP’s about the refugee families and
Galbraith, Annette Fromholtz, Debbie Huby,
children held in detention on Nauru, Ed
Geoff Lucas, Sandra Donkin, Marg Pomeroy,
Hall Bookings Call Marie Snell 5962 3794
McGettigan will not be at mass today, but
Dorothy Fraser, Carmel O’Hely, Glen, Ernst Fries,
please return them for mail out to Maree
Fred Bullas, Fred Coullas, Mitchell Wilson,

Jeffcot who will be outside after Mass.

