A Prayer for Mothers
Loving God, we know your love
because we have mothers.
We thank you for the mothers who
carried us in their wombs, nourishing, protecting and bringing us into
the world.
We thank you for the mothers who
did not give birth to us,
yet loved us just the same.
With gratitude we remember their
words of encouragement when we
have felt unsure or afraid;
We thank you for their kindness
when the world has treated
us unkindly;
we thank you for their soft,
comforting arms and the gentle way
they kissed away our tears;
we thank you that they protected us
with the fierceness of a lioness
protecting her cubs;
we thank you for the times when
they corrected us rather than letting
us continue down wrong paths.
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For Those who are Recently deceased

Weekly Mass Times
1st Wednesday 7pm
2nd & 4th Thursday Rosary 6.30pm
St Aloysius’, Yarra Glen
2nd,3rd,4th,5th Wednesday 7.30pm
St Brigid’s, Healesville
1st,2nd,4th,5th Thursday 9.15am
St Brigid’s, Healesville
3rd Thursday 10.30am
WEEKLY
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Upcoming Dates
Help us to live so that their
investment in us might
not be in vain.

May
16th

First Eucharist Parent night
6.30pm hall followed by
Mass at 7.30pm

We honour our mothers with lives of
service to you in the name of the
Risen Christ, for it is in his Name we
pray. Amen.

17th

Marysville Mass 10.30am

17th

NAPLAN testing at school

20th

Family Mass 3/4
Presentation for
First Eucharist

20th

Chaplaincy Sunday Sp Coll

Jean Lomax, Richie Youngberry
For those who are Sick

Megan, Carmel Megee, Bernie Jansen, Tony Grieve,
Maree Campitelli, Deacon Phil, John, Glenn, Lyn Francis,
Concetta Rizza, Dorothy Barber, Maureen Fogarty, Fiona, Val Christie, Annie Preuss, Michelle Ryan, Damian,
John, Suzan Sosic, Robbie Ireland, Joyce Slattery, Alison,
Heather, Julie Bates, Garry Dettman, Bradley Jordan,
Jeanette Henkel, Richard Galbraith, Annette Fromholtz,
Debbie Huby, Geoff Lucas, Sandra Donkin, Wendy Barnett, Marg Pomeroy, Dorothy Fraser, Carmel O’Hely,
Glen, Ernst Fries, Fred Bullas, Fred Coullas, Mitchell
Wilson, Evie Gleeson, Indy Dawes, Rade Krstic, Megan
Williams, Michael Christie, Joan Hollow, Michael Wood,
Bill Howie, Jennie, Michael & Stephen Youngberry,
John Mulholland, Rhiannon Days, Val Savitt, Ron Garland, Jaz Nueber, Patricia Beggs, James Cooney, Robert
& Mary Bariola, Tilly Van der Zee, John Lauman
For those whose Anniversaries are in MAY
Mary Nichols (01.05.09), Mary Slawinski (01.05.96),
Brian Blake (4.5.17), Mavis McKenzie (06.05.07),
Meldy Thompson (10.05.01), Mark Bariola (11.05.99),
Hesselina Weda (11.05.91), Margaret Brown (11.5.17),
Ann de Groot (12.05.13), Elaine Postlethwaite
(13.05.14), Kenneth Cole (14.05.11),
Rev Fr Peter Youngberry (15.05.08),

Gospel & Life

Please remember to
keep baby Jean Bernice
in your prayers.

Meeting every fortnight. Upcoming
dates: Tuesday 1st May and 15th
May. 2-3pm in the Presbytery.
All warmly welcome.
Enq. Elissa 9730 2813.

Tanya, Michael, Brinn,
Endo & Alby are so
grateful for the support
of their parish family.

CATHOLIC PARISH OF St Brigid’s HEALESVILLE, St Aloysius YARRA GLEN &
Our Lady of the Snows MARYSVILLE
15 High Street, Healesville, 3777; PO Box 73, Healesville 3777 Ph: 5962 4026 Fax: 5962 2028
www.stbrigidshealesville.cam.org.au
PARISH PRIEST: Fr Arsenio Tuazon email: lilydale@cam.org.au or phone 9739 5977 Lilydale
DEACON: Rev Phil King email: philipking51@gmail.com
PASTOR EMERITUS, Fr John Dupuche (In Pastoral relationship with Healesville & Lilydale)
PASTORAL WORKER: Debbie Edwards 5962 4026/9739 5977, 0448 664 731 email: deb.edwards4@y7mail.com
SECRETARY: Paula Pearce email: healesville@cam.org.au
ST BRIGID’S PRIMARY SCHOOL Principal: Vicky Wissell 5962 4200
MOUNT LILYDALE MERCY COLLEGE Principal: Philip Morison 9735 4022

Mother’s Day is coming up this week, a very, very special day on our calendar.
This weekend we are also celebrating the Feast of the Ascension of Jesus into heaven,
remembering the account of scripture that describes Jesus farewelling his friends and allowing them to see him rising into the clouds, returning to his Father in heaven, in a way
that made sense to them. It is now coming up on 6 weeks since Easter Sunday. The readings we have listened to at Mass have recounted Jesus’ appearance to his friends since his
resurrection, preparing for the time when he would physically leave them, and assuring
them over and over that he will be with them forever. We, of course, know the conclusion
to the story, that the Holy Spirit came upon the apostles at Pentecost and that they were
then equipped to carry on Jesus’ mission as a result. I wonder, what must his friends have
been thinking as they watched Jesus ‘fly away’? I often think there is a back story we can
imagine to the accounts of the Gospels. We have no photographic evidence, but we can fill
in the blanks with a little knowledge and imagination. What must Jesus’ beloved mother
have been thinking and feeling as she, no doubt, stood in the crowd and watched Jesus
disappearing from sight? As a mother of older children who are now spreading their wings
into all sorts of adventures, I can guess, through experience, that Mary must have had
mixed feelings about seeing her son fading from view. I imagine that she, of all people,
would know the sensation of missing his physical presence, but she also understood that
he would now be closer to her than he had been when standing next to her. Mary’s
knowledge is our inspiration. We too know that Jesus is with us always, just as he promised. He is within us, and we are within him. We share this knowledge with Mary, our
Blessed Mother, who, no doubt, spent the rest of her earthly life inspiring others to remember Jesus’ invisible presence. Jesus’ ascension is not exactly the same situation as the
one that our parents experienced when we left home to start a new life apart from them, or
that we experienced when our children walked through the front gate with shiny new uniforms on, but we can relate. As parents, we rejoice at our children’s independence and
growth, and we slowly come to understand that we cannot hold on to them forever. But
Mary’s challenge was a doozy! Perhaps this week, as we give thanks to God for our own
mums, we can reflect with gratitude on the challenges that come with parenthood: the
sleepless nights, the frustrating behavioural ups and downs, the independent-thinking
‘stages’, and then the moments when we need to let go. It is a natural, healthy process to
let our children fly, in ever-increasing circles, even though we may find this difficult, (and
when they are still little, almost impossible to imagine!), but it is all part of the privilege of
parenthood. We thank God for the priceless gift of parenthood, such a privilege! And we
thank Jesus for the invaluable gift of his mother, who is also our Blessed Mother. Mary
loves us in just the same way that she loves her son Jesus. When we find that sudden
burst of wisdom, patience, love and determination that parenting requires of us,
we may be sure that Mary is praying for us! Thank God.

Dinner at Darron’s Youth
Team
Secondary school students are invited
to be involved in cooking and/or serving a 2-course dinner to those who are
financially disadvantaged or socially
isolated as part of the Dinner at Darron’s Community Meal program
organised by HICCI.
The Youth Team will be
responsible for organising a
Tuesday evening dinner
approximately 6 times a year.
If your child may be interested, please
phone Andrea 0417 088 231.

Youth-Led Mass
If you would like to be involved with
our next Mass in Term 2 please contact Paula 0423 508 355

PARISH GROUPS

COMMUNITY GROUPS

RCIC & RCIA Anybody wishing to find about what Catholics believe.
Contact Debbie, our Pastoral worker. RCIC - Baptism Is someone in
your family interested in finding out about the Sacrament of Baptism?
Please contact Debbie 0400 310 703 if you have any questions.
CATECHIST PROGRAM For children attending non-Catholic schools,
who are wishing to participate in the Sacraments this year, please contact Debbie for more information.
Spirit of Christ Prayer Group Enquires: Tony on 0418 323 947
Meditation Group Mondays 9.15am - 10.15am There will be a
short break - meditation will be resuming on the 9th April.
Enq: Anna 5962 4308
Care Group 1st Friday of month 1.30-3.30pm
Playgroup is not running at this time
Hall Bookings Call Marie Snell 5962 3794
Youth-led Family Masses to be held once a term. All secondary
students who would like to join the team are encouraged to contact
Paula on 0423 508 355 for more information.
Youth-led Dinner at Darrons Secondary school students are invited
to be involved in cooking and/or serving a 2-course dinner to those who
are financially disadvantaged or socially isolated approx. 6 times/year.
Contact Andrea: 0417 088 231 for more information.

Family Drug Help 1st & 3rd Tues
Lilydale 1300 660 068
“Vulnerable children of the World”
Mary 5962 3287
Bereavement Group 3rd Thurs of the
month at 11.30am contact Mary 5962
3287
Elisha Care Garden & Building Jason
0429 117 849
Men’s Breakfast 1st Saturday of the
month
Pamphlets & Newsletters: If you
would like to leave literature in the Church
please check with the Parish Office beforehand.
Lookout for the Safety of children:

LOOKOUT is a local community
group concerned with keeping children safe from abuse and being
there for adult victims. Next Meeting
Golden Wattle House, Joffre St 1-3pm
Monday 23rd April

We are a
Child Safe
Parish

