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R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (Year C)

The Lord is compassion and love,
slow to anger and rich in mercy.
He does not treat us according to our sins
nor repays us according to our faults.
R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

First Reading: 1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23
A reading the first book of Samuel
Saul set off and went down to the wilderness of Ziph,
accompanied by three thousand men chosen from Israel to
search for David in the wilderness of Ziph.
So in the dark David and Abishai made their way towards the
force, where they found Saul asleep inside the camp, his spear
stuck in the ground beside his head, with Abner and the troops
lying round him.
Then Abishai said to David, 'Today God has put your enemy in
your power; so now let me pin him to the ground with his own
spear. Just one stroke! I will not need to strike him twice.'
David answered Abishai, 'Do not kill him, for who can lift his
hand against the Lord's anointed and be without guilt?' David
took the spear and the pitcher of water from beside Saul's
head, and they made off. No one saw, no one knew, no one
woke up; they were all asleep, for a deep sleep from the Lord
had fallen on them.
David crossed to the other side and halted on the top of the
mountain a long way off; there was a wide space between
them. David then called out, 'Here is the king's spear. Let one
of the soldiers come across and take it. The Lord repays
everyone for his uprightness and loyalty. Today the Lord put
you in my power, but I would not raise my hand against the
Lord's anointed.'
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 102:1-4, 8, 10, 12-13
R. The Lord is kind and merciful.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord,
all my being, bless his holy name.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord
and never forget all his blessings.
R. The Lord is kind and merciful.
It is he who forgives all your guilt,
who heals every one of your ills,
who redeems your life from the grave,
who crowns you with love and compassion.

As far as the east is from the west
so far does he remove our sins.
As a father has compassion on his sons,
the Lord has pity on those who fear him.
R. The Lord is kind and merciful.
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:45-49
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
Just as we have carried the earthly image, we must carry the
heavenly image.
The first man, Adam, as scripture says, became a living soul;
but the last Adam has become a life-giving spirit. That is, first
the one with the soul, not the spirit, and after that, the one
with the spirit. The first man, being from the earth, is earthly
by nature; the second man is from heaven. As this earthly man
was, so are we on earth; and as the heavenly man is, so are we
in heaven. And we, who have been modelled on the earthly
man, will be modelled on the heavenly man.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation: John 13:34
Alleluia, alleluia!
I give you a new commandment;
love one another as I have loved you.
Alleluia!
Gospel: Luke 6:27-38
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Jesus said to his disciples: 'I say this to you who are listening:
Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless
those who curse you, pray for those who treat you badly. To
the man who slaps you on one cheek, present the other cheek
too; to the man who takes your cloak from you, do not refuse
your tunic. Give to everyone who asks you, and do not ask for
your property back from the man who robs you. Treat others
as you would like them to treat you. If you love those who love
you, what thanks can you expect? Even sinners love those who
love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you,
what thanks can you expect? For even sinners do that much.
And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what
thanks can you expect? Even sinners lend to sinners to get back

the same amount. Instead, love your enemies and do good,
and lend without any hope of return. You will have a great
reward, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he himself is
kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.
'Be compassionate as your Father is compassionate. Do not
judge, and you will not be judged yourselves; do not condemn,
and you will not be condemned yourselves; grant pardon, and
you will be pardoned. Give, and there will be gifts for you: a full
measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over,
will be poured into your lap; because the amount you measure
out is the amount you will be given back.'
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You. Never permit me
to be separated from You.
Amen.

PARISH PRAYER LIST
Recently Deceased: Val Christie, Sheila Barr, Richard
Naisbitt
Sick: Babies Emmett, Noah Glen Christie, Tedi and Santi;
Roman, Blake Smith, Trish Leahy, John Snell, Abby Sharp,
Peter Munro, Megan, Bernie Jansen, Andrew Sharp, John,
Glenn, Lyn Francis, Dorothy Barber, Fiona, Annie Preuss,
Michelle Ryan, Damian, John, Alison, Heather, Julie Bates,
Garry Dettman, Bradley Jordan, Jeanette Henkel, Richard
Galbraith, Debbie Huby, Geoff Lucas, Sandra Donkin,
Glen, Fred Coullas, Evie Gleeson, Indy Dawes, Rade Krstic,
Megan Williams, Michael Wood, Michael, Margo &
Stephen Youngberry, Marie Hammond, John Mulholland,
Rhiannon Days, Val Savitt, Ron Garland, Jaz Nueber,
James Cooney, Robert, Mary & Gerard Bariola, Tilly Van
der Zee, Lydia, Joyce Slattery, Annie, Bob Ireland, Val &
Michael Christie, Ted & Peter Bowling, Natasha, Mia,
James, Mitchell Wilson, Veronica Ireland, Lauren,
Brooke, Anthony, Laura Baosde Pinto, Michelle, Judy,
Annette Fromholtz, John Wray, Lynn Doensen , Elsa
Gianforte, Fiona M, Louise Janse, Rudi Wenhuda

FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES ARE IN
FEB
Laurie Nairn (01.02.13), John Holland (08.02.11),
Giobatta Mioni (09.02.49), John Doyle (09.02.17),
Leonard Postlethwaite (10.02.09), George Shaddock

(12.02.10), Zofia (Sonia) Howie (8.02.16), Dorothy Chan
(13.02.07), Claire Keppel (16.02.94), Anton Wolke
(20.02.07), Ian Read (22.02.08), Tubby Dennehy
(23.02.03),
Jan Rijs (23.02.08), Sr Joan McKenna (26.02.16), Patricia
Chandler (28.02.92), Des Murphy (29.02.08), Roy Grieve
(27.02.93), Anne Huggett, Fr Bernie Hammond, Brian
Warton

Gardening around the church and presbytery
If you can help out in any way in keeping our gardens
looking neat, please contact the office. Our gardening
team needs assistance with big jobs and little, from
mowing and whipper snipping to weeding. This need not
be a big time commitment, we simply need generous
parishioners to be available when they can to join a pool
of willing hands to help maintain our large grounds.
Thanks!

Thanksgiving St Brigid’s Healesville,
th

13 February 2022
Thanksgiving: $254.25
Presbytery: $190.60
Special Collection: $307.25
th

Our Lady of the Snows, Marysville 17 February 2022
Thanksgiving: $48.00

Bernini’s Chair of St Peter, St Peter’s Basilica, Vatican City
This coming Tuesday (22nd February) is the feast of the
Chair of St Peter. On first appearances it might seem very
peculiar to have a feast day dedicated to a chair! Of
course this feast is less about ‘holy furniture’ and more
about the symbolic meaning of the chair of St Peter. The
chair is a symbol of authority, often linked to teaching
authority. In the ancient world the school master would
teach from a chair. Even today we speak in common
parlance of ‘chairing a meeting’ or of university
professors holding a ‘chair’ meaning they have the most
senior office in a university faculty or department. The
word for chair in Latin is cathedra from which we derive

the term ‘cathedral’. What distinguishes a cathedral from
any other church is not the size or grandeur of the
building, but the fact that it contains the cathedra (chair)
signifying the seat of the bishop’s jurisdiction over his
diocese. Traditionally only the local bishop would sit in
his own cathedra; another presider’s chair would be used
for any other celebrant, in order to make the symbolism
clearer.
The liturgical celebration of the Feast of the Chair of St
Peter goes back to at least the fourth century, making it a
truly ancient feast day. Its observance was extended to
the universal Church as a way of promoting the unity of
the Church by its links to the Pope. Since the Pope is also
the bishop of Rome he too has a chair (cathedra) and a
cathedral. Most people assume the Pope’s cathedral is
the grandiose basilica of St Peter’s. In fact, the Pope’s
cathedral is the Basilica of St John Lateran (San Giovanni
in Laterano) as the ‘seat’ of the Diocese of Rome and it is
here that you will find the pope’s cathedra.
Just to further confuse matters St Peter’s Basilica does in
fact have a massive bronze statue depicting the Chair of
St Peter. It was designed by Gian Lorenzo Bernini (the
artistic genius also behind the bronze baldacchino around
the altar, and the iconic colonnade that encompasses St
Peter’s Square) and completed in 1666. The immense
bronze chair is seemingly floating in mid-air surrounded
by four figures representing the doctors of the Church: St
Augustine and St John Chrysostom on the right, and St
Ambrose and St Athanasius on the left side. They are
each linked to the chair of St Peter symbolising the unity
of the Church around the Pope. To give you some sense
of the scale, these figures are about 5 metres tall! The
chair is therefore vastly oversized, because in fact it is not
a functional chair but a massive reliquary containing the
fragmentary acacia-wood remains of a chair traditionally
held to have been used by St Peter during his time in
Rome. In 2011 I had the good fortune to attend Mass at
St Peter’s Basilica on the feast of the Chair of St Peter at
the altar directly under Bernini’s Chair. On this Feast Day
only, many dozens of lighted candles are placed in candle
holders that cover the bronze statue. At the end of Mass,
there suddenly appeared two agile young men who
quickly scaled the sculpture like monkeys, extinguishing
the candles. It was quite a spectacle!
Bernini’s Chair of St Peter is positioned at the very back
of the Basilica; it is surmounted by billowing golden
clouds teeming with angels that envelope the window of
the Holy Spirit. The symbolism is clear: The Chair of Peter
is illuminated by the heavenly light of the Holy Spirit.
Christ promised his Church that whatever trials beset her,
the gates of Hell would not prevail. This is not to say that
the Church would never face scandals and failures of
leadership, even from the Pope – the historical record
makes this abundantly clear. Interestingly, the Chair itself
is empty – because the respect is ultimately directed to
the office of the Pontiff (symbolised by the chair), not the

individual man who at any one moment in history
happens to occupy the chair. The Pope is a human like
the rest of us, but he is also the Lord’s anointed, whom
the Lord will use to accomplish His will even in ways we
don’t always see or understand. The Holy Spirit will
always guide the Church in order to fulfil her Divine
mission to bring Christ’s salvation to the whole world.
With many crises afflicting the Church we take this feast
day as an opportunity to pray especially for the Holy
Father that he will be ever-faithful to the pastoral
mission of the Chief Shepherd to lead the Church in Spirit
and in Truth, bringing much needed clarity, charity and
unity.
St Peter: Pray for us!
Yours in Christ
Fr Francis Denton
From Debbie’s Desk
During the long weeks that Sharon and I were working
from home, we both greatly missed receiving visits from
whoever wandered past the office on a Thursday. Now
we are quite a few months into life with our new Covid
norm, Mass numbers have rebuilt somewhat, and visits
to the Parish office have gone up a little. It is clear,
however, that many are still experiencing a disconnection
to moving about freely that has not yet been completely
overcome, for all sorts of reasons. Many of our older or
sicker friends are still finding it difficult to come to Mass
in person, yet their faith is unshaken. God finds a way to
continue on in relationship with us, even when our
perception of routine is disrupted. For many of our
vulnerable parishioners, the inability to reconnect with
the routine that they used to enjoy continues on, and
Spiritual Communion is still a primary source of their life
and strength.
A common theme to my pastoral phone calls as lock
down dragged on over nearly two years was the deep
sadness that many of us felt in being unable to physically
receive Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Many shared
with me their hunger and thirst for Holy Communion, I
could hear the genuine, deep longing in their voice. I
recognise with gratitude just how privileged I have been
to glimpse their profound sense of loss for what had
been familiar and precious. Our personal reactions to
receiving the Blessed Sacrament may not form a topic of
shared conversation under normal circumstances. We
tend to keep our personal encounter with Jesus through
the Blessed Sacrament private, recognising, I think, the
personal relationship we each share with God as
individuals. That moment of Holy Communion can be
silent, often we ourselves are unaware of the miracle
that is taking place within our souls in that instant. It can
also occasionally knock the wind out of us, allowing us to
briefly glimpse something that we have no words for.
Our experience of receiving Jesus into our hearts is not

something we entrust to anyone else without guarding
its sacred effect on us. I have been truly privileged to
have had various conversations about these awesome
experiences over the years with some who have been
open enough to trust me with their precious thoughts.
Nothing I can share, but I come away from many years as
a Pastoral Worker with a deep sense of having been
entrusted with something wonderful that I can’t name
myself. I have come to recognise this sense of yearning
for the Blessed Sacrament as a gift of great price, in fact,
a gift without price. To hunger and thirst for the physical
presence of Jesus is an awesome treasure offered
generously by our loving God and I doubt that it is
granted to everyone. To accept it is a priceless privilege.
I am reminded of Jesus’ own heart-wrenching sigh from
the cross, ‘I thirst’. In our hunger for his presence with us
through the Blessed Sacrament, we share in Jesus’
profound human yearning in the moments before his
death, emptied of all human dignity, safety, comfort and
sense of God’s presence. “My God, my God, why have
you abandoned me?” His prayer echoes through our
own sense of helplessness at what life throws at us.
Jesus was emptied of human resources, but filled with
longing for the time when each and every created being
would come to know and love his Heavenly Father,
through the love of the Son, in the Holy Spirit,
communion yet to be fulfilled. When we recognise our
own sadness at being physically prevented from receiving
Jesus sacramentally, we need to remember his loving,
faithful presence within us spritually. Jesus hungers for
us, just as we hunger for him! The prayer for Spiritual
Communion can be prayed anytime at all.
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to
receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into
my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be
separated from You. Amen.
If you know of anyone who would like to receive Holy
Communion in their home, please contact the office and
let us know, this can now be arranged with care and
respect for the physical needs of our vulnerable friends.
If you would like to visit someone else on behalf of the
Parish, please speak to us.
Religious Education for school aged children
Sacramental preparation classes for children who do not
attend a Catholic school commenced on 9th February. If
you know someone who would like information about
the program, please encourage them to contact Debbie
on 0448 664 731 as soon as possible.

Rosters

If you would like to join the reading roster for Sunday
Mass, could spare an hour a month to help clean the
church, or could donate a little time to help out with the
gardening, please ring the office. We would also like to
hear if you would like to become part of our visitation
team. Our rosters are severely depleted as our older
volunteers are retiring and we encourage you to consider
whether you could be one who is now meant to jump in
to help out in whatever way you can.

Child Safeguarding
Check out the new tab for Safeguarding on our Parish
website. It currently displays our Parish Commitment
Statement, our Parish Safeguarding Policy, and our Parish
Code of Conduct. Further info will be added in the weeks
to come.
A reminder that you can chat to members of our
Safeguarding team at any time: Rod Hysted, Cath
O’Halloran, John Barrett, Debbie, Sharon and Fr Francis.
Found: Have you lost a watch? Please contact St Brigid’s
Primary school ph: 5962 4200
Lenten Discussion Group
If you would like to participate in a Lenten Discussion
group, please let Debbie know on 0448 664 731. Possible
meeting times are Thursday morning following the 9.15
am Mass, or an evening to be chosen.
Would you like to play cards on a Thursday mornign after
mass? If your a bit rusty or necer played before and like
to learn we will teach you! Cpome and enjoy a cgame of
cards and mornign tea. Please contact the office
Celebration of the life of Richard Naisbitt
Where: St. Brigid’s Parish Hall
When: Wednesday 23rd February at 1pm.
Following the service you are invited to stay and join us
for refreshments. Covid regulations must be followed.
Please QR and masks must be worn while in the hall.

