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7 November 2021
THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (Year B)

First Reading: 1 Kings 17:10-16
A reading from the first book of the Kings
The widow made a little scone from her flour meal and
brought it to Elijah.
Elijah the Prophet went off to Sidon. And when he
reached the city gate, there was a widow gathering
sticks; addressing her he said, 'Please bring a little water
in a vessel for me to drink.' She was setting off to bring it
when he called after her. 'Please' he said 'bring me a
scrap of bread in your hand.' 'As the Lord your God lives,'
she replied 'I have no baked bread, but only a handful of
meal in a jar and a little oil in a jug; I am just gathering a
stick or two to go and prepare this for myself and my son
to eat, and then we shall die.' But Elijah said to her, 'Do
not be afraid, go and do as you have said; but first make
a little scone of it for me and bring it to me, and then
make some for yourself and for your son. For thus the
Lord speaks, the God of Israel:
"Jar of meal shall not be spent,
jug of oil shall not be emptied,
before the day when the Lord sends
rain on the face of the earth."'
The woman went and did as Elijah told her and they ate
the food, she, himself and her son. The jar of meal was
not spent nor the jug of oil emptied, just as the Lord had
foretold through Elijah.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 145:7-10
R. Praise the Lord, my soul!
It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever,
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who is just to those who are oppressed.
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,
the Lord, who sets prisoners free.
R. Praise the Lord, my soul!
It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,
who raises up those who are bowed down.
It is the Lord who loves the just,
the Lord, who protects the stranger.
R. Praise the Lord, my soul!
The Lord upholds the widow and orphan
but thwarts the path of the wicked.
The Lord will reign for ever,
Zion's God, from age to age.
R. Praise the Lord, my soul!
Second Reading: Hebrews 9:24-28
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
Christ offered himself only once to take the faults of
many on himself.
It is not as though Christ had entered a man-made
sanctuary which was only modelled on the real one; but
it was heaven itself, so that he could appear in the actual
presence of God on our behalf. And he does not have to
offer himself again and again, like the high priest going
into the sanctuary year after year with the blood that is
not his own, or else he would have had to suffer over and
over again since the world began. Instead of that, he has
made his appearance once and for all, now at the end of
the last age, to do away with sin by sacrificing himself.
Since men only die once, and after that comes
judgement, so Christ, too, offers himself only once to
take the faults of many on himself, and when he appears
a second time, it will not be to deal with sin but to
reward with salvation those who are waiting for him.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation: Matthew 5:3
Alleluia, alleluia!
Happy the poor in spirit;

the kingdom of heaven is theirs.
Alleluia!
Gospel: Mark 12:38-44
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
This poor widow has put more in than all who
contributed.

• Vaccination status unknown: maximum of 30 people
inside
the Church
• Booking for weekend Mass is required. This may be
done via try booking
https://www.trybooking.com/BVEWD
or by calling the parish mobile 0448 658 418 during office
hours. There is no longer a need to book for weekday
mass.

In his teaching Jesus said, 'Beware of the scribes who like
to walk about in long robes, to be greeted obsequiously
in the market squares, to take the front seats in the
synagogues and the places of honour at banquets; these
are the men who swallow the property of widows, while
making a show of lengthy prayers. The more severe will
be the sentence they receive.'

We have had requests regarding donations to our Parish.
Bank details are below should you wish to contribute. We
thank you for your kind generosity and support.

He sat down opposite the treasury and watched the
people putting money into the treasury, and many of the
rich put in a great deal. A poor widow came and put in
two small coins, the equivalent of a penny. Then he
called his disciples and said to them, 'I tell you solemnly,
this poor widow has put more in than all who have
contributed to the treasury; for they have all put in
money they had over, but she from the little she had has
put in everything she possessed, all she had to live on.'

Account Name: Our Lady of the Snows – Marysville
BSB: 083 347 Account Number: 26742 8217

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You. Never permit me
to be separated from You.
Amen.
Try booking link for Sunday 7th November. Please note
each mass is limited to 30 people with vaccination
status unknown.
https://www.trybooking.com/BVKPG
We have received the guidelines from the Archdiocese
who have worked through the directives from the
government as to how we are to re-open. These liturgical
guidelines may be found at
https://melbournecatholic.org/covid-19-guidelines
Important points are as follows:
• Masks must be worn at all times inside the Church.

For Parish/Thanksgiving
Account Name: St Brigid’s Church Account
BSB: 083 347 Account Number: 65080 2080

Account Name: St Aloysius – Yarra Glen
BSB: 083 347 Account Number: 26832 3767

For Presbytery/Priest
Account Name: St. Patrick’s Presbytery
BSB: 083 347 Account: 63931 5513
The weekly mass can be found on St Patrick’s website
under latest parish news
https://stpatrickslilydale.org.au/
Proposal for Parish Land Development
Throughout the past year the Healesville Parish Finance
Council has been busy meeting and assessing many of
the financial and maintenance issues with a view to the
long term viability of the parish and its three church
communities: Healesville, Yarra Glen and Marysville.
There has been a desire to think creatively about ways in
which we can better utilise our parish assets to generate
ongoing revenue. Suring up the financial stability of the
parish is going to be critical in the years ahead to
ensuring the continuing viability of the parish.
Among the most obvious assets that could be better
utilised is the land adjoining the St Brigid’s church. For
the past century the land has been an empty paddock
that has become increasingly overgrown. In its present
state is serves no benefit for the parish. On the contrary,
it is more of a burden and a liability. The annual rates on
the land cost the parish. The maintenance of such a large
property is a significant burden on our diminishing pools
of volunteers. Every year we have (as a matter of
necessity) paid to have the ‘jungle’ slashed. If it is
allowed to become overgrown moving into summer the
property becomes a potential refuge for snakes and a fire
hazard, and consequently subject to local council

penalties. Clearly the land could be far better utilised for
the advantage of the parish.
This is not a new idea. A range of options for
development have been explored over the decades, such
forming a partnership with one of the Catholic aged care
developers, or building independent units for rent. For
various reasons none of these have been viable options.
The biggest obstacle with any property development is
the need for significant capital to get the process off the
ground – capital that this parish unfortunately doesn’t
have.
One solution currently being explored by the Parish
Finance Council would be to subdivide the property into
two allotments, with the sale of one allotment to
developers (Area A) which would enable the parish to
fund the building of perhaps three units on the second
allotment (Area B). The rent from these properties could
provide an ongoing source of revenue for the parish,
alleviating much of the financial pressure currently
experienced, making the parish less dependent upon the
sacrificial giving of parishioners. It would simultaneously
remove the on-going burden of maintenance of the
property. The proposed configuration of allotments is
shown below.

Since we are still at the ‘ideas’ stage it would be great to
have feedback back from parishioners. At the end of the
day, the parish and its assets are here to serve the needs
of the parish so we want this to be something that has
the support of the parishioners. Feel free to email the
parish or contact one of the members of the Finance
Council to share your thoughts, ideas, concerns or
suggestions: Luke Houlihan, Mathew Moxey, Ed
McGettigan and Rosemary Bowling.
Yours in Christ,
Fr Francis Denton
Debbie’s Thoughts
Next weekend we accompany our school’s First
Communicants with our prayers, as mums and dads bring

them to our church to receive Jesus for the first time in
the Sacrament of the Eucharist. In days gone by, whole
families would gather in great numbers for this
wonderful celebration, joining the entire Parish
community for their big moment. This year we are
restricted in numbers, but our children are no less
excited, and no less aware of the enormity of the
privilege that awaits them as they come to receive Jesus
in the Sacrament of the Eucharist for the first time. We
ask the Lord to bless each one of them, and their
families, on their special day.
Times and seasons change from generation to
generation, but our relationship with God has always
been, and still is, an individual friendship, nourished
through the Sacraments. God draws us from babyhood
to old age, and beyond, but we are never alone in our
journey through life. He does not simply plonk us on this
earth and then expect us to make our own way to
heaven without any direction or help. The Sacraments
are priceless gifts that take us through all our ‘ages and
stages’, from Baptism when we are very young through
to the Anointing of the Sick as we are ready to close our
eyes on life as we know it. Some Sacraments bump us
into a deeper relationship with God as ‘one off’
encounters, we are only ever baptised once, we receive
Confirmation once. But the Sacraments of Penance and
Eucharist are ours to receive over and over again,
nourishment for our journey, and the most wonderful
means of remaining close to God in every way, to coming
to know him and love him as our very close personal
friend. There is no nourishment or direction greater than
the Sacrament of the Eucharist, we receive Jesus himself
and invite him to make his home within our hearts, to
stay with us, to be with us in all we do and experience.
What a gift! As we pray for our children this weekend,
we pause to appreciate the gift that Jesus has given to
each of us through his apostles more than 2000 years
ago, the Blessed Eucharist, which we receive each time
we come to Mass. This year’s First Communicants are a
new generation who are now ready to inherit this
precious gift, literally, our inheritance passed down to us
through the centuries.
Many of us treasure heirlooms that have been preserved
in our family for many years, inherited from loved ones
of our past. ‘Do this in memory of me’ is a phrase which
we live out each time Mass is celebrated anywhere in our
world, our living inheritance. Unlike faded photos
handed down from generation to generation, our
inheritance is active and alive. As direct heirs of the
apostles, our inheritance is the Blessed Eucharist, Jesus
himself, under the form of bread and wine. Never has
there been a more precious or valuable ‘heirloom’. Uncle
George’s photo is passed on from those who knew him
and loved him to nephews of nephews, and he becomes
a stern looking man in a hat as time passes, memories of
his jokes or hair-raising adventures slipping away as
those who actually knew him also slip away. The Mona

Lisa is paint on canvas, but it continues to accrue value, in
terms of dollars, and appreciation, through successive
generations’ care. The Blessed Eucharist cannot be more
or less than it is, for it is perfect, the living Jesus himself.
As he ate his final meal with his friends before he his
death, Jesus said ‘Do this in memory of me’ and gave the
apostles the greatest of gifts ever, himself, all of who he
is. He fed them with his own body, blood, soul and
divinity under the form of bread, broken and shared, and
wine, passed to his dearest friends in a vessel handed
from one to another. Jesus’ gift is eternal, infinite, the
gift of the living God. Jesus’ gift is also the ultimate
human gift, we cannot give more than who we are to
another. In asking his apostles to ‘do this in memory of
me’, Jesus ensured that we too would receive this same
gift, perfect, eternal, infinite, personal, all of who he is,
each time we come to Mass and receive the Blessed
Sacrament. Passed on from generation to generation
through the Mass, we receive Jesus in exactly the same
way that the apostles did. We thank God for his priceless
gift in the most perfect way we can: ‘Eucharist’ is a
Greek word, it means ‘thanksgiving’. We thank God for
the Blessed Eucharist through the Blessed Eucharist. And
we thank God as our children receive the gift that they,
too, will pass on to their children in the fullness of time.
PARISH PRAYER LIST
Recently Deceased: Laurie Fields, Jean Youngberry
Sick: Babies Emmett, Noah Glen Christie, Tedi and Santi;
Roman, Blake Smith, Trish Leahy, John Snell, Abby Sharp,
Peter Munro, Megan, Bernie Jansen, Andrew Sharp, John,
Glenn, Lyn Francis, Dorothy Barber, Fiona, Annie Preuss,
Michelle Ryan, Damian, John, Alison, Heather, Julie Bates,
Garry Dettman, Bradley Jordan, Jeanette Henkel, Richard
Galbraith, Debbie Huby, Geoff Lucas, Sandra Donkin,
Glen, Fred Bullas, Fred Coullas, Evie Gleeson, Indy Dawes,
Rade Krstic, Megan Williams, Michael Wood, Jennie,
Michael, Margo & Stephen Youngberry, Marie
Hammond, John Mulholland, Rhiannon Days, Val Savitt,
Ron Garland, Jaz Nueber, James Cooney, Robert, Mary &
Gerard Bariola, Tilly Van der Zee, Lydia, Joyce Slattery,
Annie, Bob Ireland, Val & Michael Christie, Ted & Peter
Bowling, Natasha, Mia, James, Richard Adams, Mitchell &
Wynn Wilson, Anne Bateman, Veronica Ireland, Wendy
Turner (Ireland), Lauren, Brooke, Anthony, Laura Baosde
Pinto, Michelle, Judy, Annette Fromholtz, John Wray, Con
& Lynn Doensen

FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES ARE IN
NOVEMBER
Jim Mahedy (02.11.67), William Hammond (04.11.95),
Rihanna Dowler (07.11.13), Elsie O’Connor (08.11.06),
Ede Huebel (11.11.84), Leopold Huebel (11.11.86), Mary
Langridge (11.11.96), Gavan Pomeroy (12.11.71), Jan
Slawinski (13.11.86), Eileen Youngberry (25.12.60), Jim
Pomeroy (26.11.02), Jack Brown (27.11.13), Dorothy
Thompson, Diosidit Armada, Baby Jean Gotch
(29.11.18), Kath Skate,

Synod 2021
In dioceses around the world, a
period of local consultation has
begun as part of a two-year process
culminating in the Synod of Bishops
gathering in Rome in October 2023.
The Church in Melbourne join the rest of the world in
embarking on an intentional process of mutual listening
that will span two years and engage people in a journey
of communion, participation and mission. Please join in
the diocesan consultation sessions being held in the
coming week:
DISCERNMENT FOCUS: COMMUNION
Tuesday 9 November, 7.30-9pm OR Wednesday 10
November, 11am-12.30pm (repeated sessions)
Sessions will be hosted online (via zoom) and registration
is essential:https://www.trybooking.com/BVEVZ
Visit the Melbourne Catholic Website to learn more or
provide an individual submission.
November Remembrance Book
The memorial book in which we have enrolled the names
of deceased family and friends of our parishioners has
once again been placed in the church. It will be present
for all Masses celebrated in November, traditionally the
month in which we pray for all who have died. Should
you wish to add names to the book, please fill in the form
available as you enter the church, and leave it for
collection by Parish staff.

