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21st November 2021

Second Reading: Revelation 1:5-8

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE (Year
B)

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse

First Reading: Daniel 7:13-14
A reading from the prophet Daniel
I gazed into the visions of the night.
And I saw, coming on the clouds of heaven,
one like a son of man.
He came to the one of great age
and was led into his presence.
On him was conferred sovereignty,
glory and kingship,
and men of all peoples, nations and languages became
his servants.
His sovereignty is an eternal sovereignty
which shall never pass away,
nor will his empire be destroyed.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 92:1-2, 5
R. The Lord is king;
he is robed in majesty.
The Lord is king, with majesty enrobed;
the Lord has robed himself with might,
he has girded himself with power.
R. The Lord is king;
he is robed in majesty.
The world you made firm, not to be moved;
your throne has stood firm from of old.
From all eternity, O Lord, you are.
R. The Lord is king;
he is robed in majesty.
Truly your decrees are to be trusted.
Holiness is fitting to your house,
O Lord, until the end of time.
R. The Lord is king;
he is robed in majesty.

The ruler of the kings of the earth ... made us a line of
kings, priests to serve his God.
Jesus Christ is the faithful witness, the First-born from
the dead, the Ruler of the kings of the earth. He loves us
and has washed away our sins with his blood, and made
us a line of kings, priests to serve his God and Father; to
him, then, be glory and power for ever and ever. Amen. It
is he who is coming on the clouds; everyone will see him,
even those who pierced him, and all the races of the
earth will mourn over him. This is the truth. Amen. 'I am
the Alpha and the Omega' says the Lord God, who is, who
was, and who is to come, the Almighty.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation: Mark 11:9, 10
Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed is he who inherits the kingdom of David our
Father;
blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Alleluia!

Gospel: John 18:33-37
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
You say that I am a king.
'Are you the king of the Jews?' Pilate asked. Jesus replied,
'Do you ask this of your own accord, or have others
spoken to you about me?' Pilate answered, 'Am I a Jew?
It is your own people and the chief priests who have
handed you over to me: what have you done?' Jesus
replied, 'Mine is not a kingdom of this world; if my
kingdom were of this world, my men would have fought
to prevent my being surrendered to the Jews. But my
kingdom is not of this kind.' 'So you are a king then?' said
Pilate. 'It is you who say it' answered Jesus. 'Yes, I am a

king. I was born for this, I came into the world for this: to
bear witness to the truth; and all who are on the side of
truth listen to my voice.'
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You. Never permit me
to be separated from You.
Amen.
Booking is still required for our weekend Masses.
Please note each mass is limited to 43 people with
VACCINATION STATUS UNKNOWN.
Sunday 28th November.
https://www.trybooking.com/BVPBL
st

Sunday 21 November.
https://www.trybooking.com/BVPBI

Account Name: Our Lady of the Snows – Marysville
BSB: 083 347 Account Number: 26742 8217
Account Name: St Aloysius – Yarra Glen
BSB: 083 347 Account Number: 26832 3767
For Presbytery/Priest
Account Name: St. Patrick’s Presbytery
BSB: 083 347 Account: 63931 5513
The weekly mass can be found on St Patrick’s website
under latest parish news
https://stpatrickslilydale.org.au/
Latest COVID Updates
From Friday 19th November the Victorian Government
has increased the capacity for religious gatherings. For
those of undisclosed vaccination status this increases to a
maximum 50 attendees. Hopefully this makes it a bit
easier to get to Mass. Even so we will have to stick to Trybooking to manage the numbers. If you do book, please
be sure to attend so as not to deprive others the
opportunity of attending.
I will be commencing my annual retreat in the coming
week, consequently all parish Masses from Tuesday
through to Friday will be suspended.
Confirmation Candidates at St Patrick’s
Congratulations to all those who will have made their
Confirmation On Friday 19th November. We are
especially grateful to Bishop-Emeritus Les Tomlinson for
conferring the Sacrament of Confirmation at these
Masses.

Yarra glen – St Aloysius
Mass 5pm Sunday 21st November
https://www.trybooking.com/BVPBU

The guidelines from the Archdiocese may be found at
https://melbournecatholic.org/covid-19-guidelines
Important points are as follows:
• Vaccination status unknown: maximum of 50 people
inside the Church
• Booking for weekend Mass is required. This may be
done via try booking
or by calling the parish mobile 0448 658 418 during office
hours. There is no longer a need to book for weekday
mass.
We have had requests regarding donations to our Parish.
Bank details are below should you wish to contribute. We
thank you for your kind generosity and support.
For Parish/Thanksgiving
Account Name: St Brigid’s Church Account
BSB: 083 347 Account Number: 65080 2080

Christ the King
Lord Acton’s oft-quoted observation that “power tends
to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely” is
clearly as true today as it has ever been. The notion of
entrusting unfettered power into the hands of one
individual ought to make anyone nervous. Human nature
is simply too predictable. The greater the power that is
given, the greater the potential for human misery. The
modern world’s preference for democratic governments
is effectively a means of distributing executive power, so
as to curb the worst excesses of political over-reach and
keep those in authority accountable. The sheer scale of
the recent protests outside parliament in Melbourne in
response to the proposed Pandemic laws shows that
distrust of those in authority is real.

This weekend the Church celebrates the feast of Christ
the King. Is this feast merely an anachronistic throw-back
to a former world accustomed to kings and queens?
What does it mean to acknowledge Jesus as our king?
What, indeed, is a king for? Monarchy (literally = ‘rule by
one’) by definition tilts in the direction of absolute
power. Ideally, kings reign with sovereign authority so as
to bring peace, stability and prosperity to their kingdom,
and when necessary, they will defend the kingdom from
threats to that order. In other words, the king exists to
enable a just and peaceful society to flourish. Since all
power and authority comes from God, kings were
traditionally understood to be those chosen by God to
rule. Indeed, the anointing of kings was an explicitly
religious ceremony. We see this in Books I and II of
Samuel which show the appointment of both King Saul
and later King David as God’s prerogative. The kings of
Israel were God’s representatives, and it was their duty
to uphold the Law of God and to administer justice as the
law demanded. Thus, the king is rightfully and justly
respected, as God’s representative.
The human race has a rather checkered history with
respect to its monarchs, one which includes both saints
and tyrants, and plenty in between those extremes. Yet,
even the best of Christian monarchs inevitably fail to
sustain a kingdom of lasting peace. Only Jesus Christ has
succeeded in establishing a kingdom of eternal peace and
happiness, free from the horror of evil. This he
accomplished in his Passion, death and resurrection, by
which the kingdom of heaven was opened up to all. Since
all authority in heaven and earth has been handed to
Jesus (Mt 28:18), he is most truly the king of kings. It is a
matter of justice that his kingship be honoured, as the
Church does in this solemn feast.
Christ is, in the truest sense, our king. Unlike human
kingdoms Christ’s kingship does not depend upon the
obedience and fidelity of his subjects. Worldly kings can
be deposed. The Kingship of Christ, by contrast, is
insuperable and eternal – “his kingdom will have no end”
as we say in the creed. This is not a cause of fear for
Christians but a source of joy and consolation. The point
in question is not whether Christ will rule as king, but
rather whether we will be with him in his kingdom. We
can each examine ourselves: does Christ truly reign in my
heart? Or is my heart a divided kingdom, torn between
allegiance to the reign of Christ and the reign of sin. As C.
S. Lewis observed “there is no neutral ground in the
universe; every square inch, every split second, is claimed
by God and counter-claimed by Satan.” Everything we do
as Christians is either building up the kingdom of God, or
destroying it. We are either working for Christ or against
Christ (knowingly or unknowingly). This Feast of Christ
the King provides us with an opportunity to once again
surrender our hearts to the King of Love in Whom we
find our deepest happiness.
Yours in Christ
Fr Francis Denton

To the St Brigid’s Community,
Can you help to spread a little bit of Christmas Cheer
in our community.
It’s that time of the year again when we start preparing for
Christmas.
This time the St Brigid’s Care Group is asking our friends
at St. Brigid’s Parish to donate money towards our
Christmas Cheer/Hampers.
‘Many Hands together, reaching out to our neighbour
as God intended’
The support you offer is a gift, given with Jesus’ love and
a blessing, to the Care Group’s ongoing services. It
enables them to provide hampers, care parcels, gifts for
the vulnerable and Christmas meals to families and
individuals in the community to help them celebrate the
birth of Jesus.
If you would like to help, please contact Maree on 0417
087 199 or email jeffo40@live.com.au.
We are happy to pick up donations or you may choose to
send via mail PO Box 425, Healesville, 3777 or bank
transfer to St Brigid’s Care Group BSB 083 347 Account:
258567346
A little bit about our CARE GROUP
From our beginning, in the 1990’s, the volunteers of the
St. Brigid’s Care Group have had the privilege of working
within our local community, offering practical support to
those around us who are going through a tough time. The
Care Group is totally self-funded, relying on the proceeds
from fund-raising activities and donations from local
business and the community.
We are proud of the fact that we support over 100 families
(300 individuals), suffering hardships including the many
extra people impacted by the COVID19 pandemic, within
the Church and wider community.
We are dedicated to helping in any way we can, reaching
out to those who do not receive support from existing
services. We provide a variety of services depending on
the needs of individuals including the following:
Outreach to those who are vulnerable, sick or unable to
get out, including residents at Holmwood an Aurrum.
Preparation and delivery of meals, bread and food
parcels.
Discretionary financial support in the form of a bill
payment, food and petrol vouchers.
Initial crisis support, and subsequent advocacy, liaison
with complementary support of other welfare agencies.
Every year over we aim to brighten up lives over the
Christmas season by gifting hampers, gifts, meals,
vouchers to families and individuals.…
Our Care Group is already in full swing preparing for the
Christmas rush. As in past years, any assistance you can give
them will be truly appreciated. We thank them all for their
dedication and the care they provide on our behalf. Life can at
times grind us down, yet in the midst of the biggest tragedies
and the greatest challenges, there are always shining examples
of people bringing hope to others, good people truly striving to
make a difference, working against fear and anxiety as best we
can. When we need it most, somehow God sends someone or
something to light our way forward. Perhaps it might be just a
good old belly laugh that fixes things, breaking the tension and
bringing new perspective. Perhaps God sends a knight in
shining armour, right when we need it. Perhaps we are the
knight to someone else, in the right place at the right time,
because God inspires us to be there. Our faith leads us with

true hope that heals, hope that really does help us to walk
securely, knowing from deep within that God is with us every
step of the way.
We are spiritual beings on a human journey, and no matter
what we encounter along our way, God reveals himself to us
through patient experience, inspiring us to take each new step
with courage, steadily moving forward towards our final
destination, home, with him forever. Advent is nearly here,
preparing us to celebrate Christmas, the wonderful moment
when Jesus was revealed to the world as a tiny baby, and God
was revealed to the world in the person of Jesus. The readings
of the last few weeks of the Church year can be confusing in
some ways, speaking about the signs that remind us that life as
we know it does end. But they are also filled with God’s
assurance that he is with us, and that our destination is worth
the effort of the journey. We celebrate the Kingship of Christ
this weekend. There is certainly no flash of glory anywhere as
we listen to this week’s Gospel. Jesus reveals in words that he
is a King, although not a king of this world. His conversation
with Pontius Pilate comes at the lowest point of Jesus’ human
journey – as he is being condemned to death, having been
arrested, falsely accused and beaten up. He does wear a
crown, but of thorns, not of gold. Perhaps as life grinds us
down, we can turn to this part of Jesus’ journey to find
confidence that he really does understand how tired we get.
He understands how hurt we can be, and confused, and
frustrated. He truly knows, because he has suffered as we
suffer. How does Christ the King of heaven and earth reveal his
glory to our human eyes? We look at the cross, and wonder.
Jesus, Son of God and son of Mary is human like us. He is
ordinary, just like us. Jesus declares his kingship to Pontius
Pilate, the equivalent of a king in Israel at that time, yet to his
apostles, he reveals himself as the Good Shepherd. Jesus’ selfchosen image is intensely beautiful, and absolutely timeless.
We are city folk, yet we understand. A shepherd guides his
flock and keeps the sheep safely gathered, yet he knows each
sheep as an individual, by name. He picks up stragglers,
rescues those who make poor choices along the way, protects
and guards, and even carries those who are too weak to
continue, feeding his sheep with nourishment that makes the
journey possible. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, encourages us to
recognise with hope that God knows me, and he cares for me,
personally.
There were no cameras rolling at the resurrection, yet we
believe. It is in turning to what we cannot see that we find our
hope. We cannot see heaven, yet. Yet we know that heaven is
the place that God has prepared for us, and that in the fullness
of time, he will come for us, to take us home. This is Jesus’
own promise to us. Then we shall see him as he truly is.
Scripture tells us that there will come a time when every knee
shall bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus is our King.
We are blessed to know our King even now. He reveals himself
to us through his beautiful world. Open our eyes, Lord, help us
to see your face. Open our ears, Lord, help us to hear your
voice. Open our hearts Lord, help us to love with your own
heart. And we shall know you, as you use our world to reveal
yourself to us.

PARISH PRAYER LIST
Recently Deceased: Lawrie Field, Jean (Jennie)
Youngberry
Sick: Babies Emmett, Noah Glen Christie, Tedi and Santi;
Roman, Blake Smith, Trish Leahy, John Snell, Abby Sharp,
Peter Munro, Megan, Bernie Jansen, Andrew Sharp, John,
Glenn, Lyn Francis, Dorothy Barber, Fiona, Annie Preuss,
Michelle Ryan, Damian, John, Alison, Heather, Julie Bates,
Garry Dettman, Bradley Jordan, Jeanette Henkel, Richard
Galbraith, Debbie Huby, Geoff Lucas, Sandra Donkin,
Glen, Fred Bullas, Fred Coullas, Evie Gleeson, Indy Dawes,
Rade Krstic, Megan Williams, Michael Wood, Michael,
Margo & Stephen Youngberry, Marie Hammond, John
Mulholland, Rhiannon Days, Val Savitt, Ron Garland, Jaz
Nueber, James Cooney, Robert, Mary & Gerard Bariola,
Tilly Van der Zee, Lydia, Joyce Slattery, Annie, Bob
Ireland, Val & Michael Christie, Ted & Peter Bowling,
Natasha, Mia, James, Richard Adams, Mitchell & Wynn
Wilson, Anne Bateman, Veronica Ireland, Wendy Turner
(Ireland), Lauren, Brooke, Anthony, Laura Baosde Pinto,
Michelle, Judy, Annette Fromholtz, John Wray, Con &
Lynn Doensen , Elsa Gianforte
FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES ARE IN
NOVEMBER
Jim Mahedy (02.11.67), William Hammond (04.11.95),
Rihanna Dowler (07.11.13), Elsie O’Connor (08.11.06),
Ede Huebel (11.11.84), Leopold Huebel (11.11.86), Mary
Langridge (11.11.96), Gavan Pomeroy (12.11.71), Jan
Slawinski (13.11.86), Eileen Youngberry (25.12.60), Jim
Pomeroy (26.11.02), Jack Brown (27.11.13), Dorothy
Thompson, Diosidit Armada, Baby Jean Gotch
(29.11.18), Kath Skate, Moira Burgi
Memorial Mass for:
Dorothy Fraser, Jackie deKonning, Bill Howie, Jennie
Youngberry & Lawrie Field
Followed by a friendship lunch in the hall
Thursday 2nd December at 11am – there will be no
9.15am mass on this day.

