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31ST OCOTBER 2021
First Reading: Deuteronomy 6:2-6
A reading from the book of Deuteronomy
Hear Israel, you shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart.
Moses said to the people: 'If you fear the Lord your God all the
days of your life and if you keep all his laws and
commandments which I lay on you, you will have a long life,
you and your son and your grandson. Listen then, Israel, keep
and observe what will make you prosper and give you great
increase, as the Lord God of your fathers has promised you,
giving you a land where milk and honey flow.
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There used to be a great number of priests under the former
covenant, because death put an end to each one of them; but
this one, Christ, because he remains for ever, can never lose his
priesthood. It follows then, that his power to save is utterly
certain, since he is living for ever to intercede for all who come
to God through him.
To suit us, the ideal high priest would have to be holy, innocent
and uncontaminated, beyond the influence of sinners, and
raised up above the heavens; one who would not need to offer
sacrifices every day, as the other high priests do for their own
sins and then for those of the people, because he has done this
once and for all by offering himself. The Law appoints high
priests who are men subject to weakness; but the promise on
oath, which came after the Law, appointed the Son who is
made perfect for ever.
The word of the Lord.

'Listen, Israel: The Lord our God is the one Lord. You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with
all your strength. Let these words I urge on you today be
written on your heart.'
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation: John 14:23
Alleluia, alleluia!
All who love me will keep my words,
and my Father will love them and we will come to them.
Alleluia!

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 17:2-4, 47, 51
Gospel: Mark 12:28-34
R. I love you, Lord, my strength.
I love you, Lord, my strength,
my rock, my fortress, my saviour.
My God is the rock where I take refuge;
my shield, my mighty help, my stronghold.
The Lord is worthy of all praise:
when I call I am saved from my foes.
R. I love you, Lord, my strength.
Long life to the Lord, my rock!
Praised be the God who saves me.
He has given great victories to his king
and shown his love for his anointed.
R. I love you, Lord, my strength.

Second Reading: Hebrews 7:23-28
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
This one, because he remains for ever, has an eternal
priesthood.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
This is the first commandment, and the second is similar to it.
One of the scribes came up to Jesus and put a question to him,
'Which is the first of all the commandments?' Jesus replied,
'This is the first: Listen, Israel, the Lord our God is the one Lord,
and you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength. The
second is this: You must love your neighbour as yourself. There
is no commandment greater than these.' The scribe said to
him, 'Well spoken, master; what you have said is true: that he
is one and there is no other. To love with all your heart, with all
your understanding and strength and to love your neighbour as
yourself, this is far more important than any holocaust or
sacrifice.' Jesus, seeing how wisely he had spoken said, 'You are
not far from the kingdom of God.' And after that no one dared
to question him any more.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me
to be separated from You.
Amen.

The weekly mass can be found on St Patrick’s website under
latest parish news
https://stpatrickslilydale.org.au/

Try booking link for Sunday 7th November. Please note
each mass is capped at 30 people with vaccination status
unknown.
https://www.trybooking.com/BVEWD

Mass times - All Souls
All Souls – Tuesday 2nd Nov @12noon – St Brigid’s
Bookings can be made on the below link.
https://www.trybooking.com/BUZPV
st

All Saints – Monday 1 Nov @6pm – At St Patrick’s
Bookings can be made on the below link.
https://www.trybooking.com/BUZPK
We have received the guidelines from the Archdiocese who
have worked through the directives from the government as to
how we are to re-open. These liturgical guidelines may be
found at https://melbournecatholic.org/covid-19-guidelines
Important points are as follows:
• Masks must be worn at all times inside the Church.
• Vaccination status unknown: maximum of 30 people inside
the Church
• Booking for weekend Mass is required. This may be done via
try booking https://www.trybooking.com/BVEWD
or by calling the parish mobile 0448 658 418 during office
hours. There is no longer a need to book for weekday mass.
We have had requests regarding donations to our Parish. Bank
details are below should you wish to contribute. We thank you
for your kind generosity and support.
For Parish/Thanksgiving
Account Name: St Brigid’s Church Account
BSB: 083 347 Account Number: 65080 2080
Account Name: Our Lady of the Snows – Marysville
BSB: 083 347 Account Number: 26742 8217
Account Name: St Aloysius – Yarra Glen
BSB: 083 347 Account Number: 26832 3767
For Presbytery/Priest
Account Name: St. Patrick’s Presbytery
BSB: 083 347 Account: 63931 5513

Caravaggio, St Francis of Assisi contemplating death
Starting this weekend (30/10/21) the Victorian Government is
now permitting religious gatherings of up to 30 people (of
unknown vaccination status). This is welcome improvement
from 10. This means that practically speaking there should be
no need to book in for weekday Masses (Tuesday-Friday) at
either St Patrick’s or St Brigid’s. For the weekend Masses we
will continue with the Try-booking system with 30 at each
Mass. This is now accessible via the St Patrick’s Lilydale website
so hopefully this makes it easier to find. There will also be extra
Masses for All Saints and All Souls Day.
st

Monday 1 November @ 6:00pm – St Patrick’s, Lilydale
nd
Tuesday 2 November @ 9:15am – St Patrick’s, Lilydale
nd
Tuesday 2 November @ 12:00pm – St Brigid’s, Healesville
Some parishes have chosen to offer vaccinated-only Masses in
order to accommodate a larger congregation. My fear with this
approach is the stigmatization and inevitable discrimination
that will result. The Victorian Government is obviously
incentivising vaccination by allowing larger gatherings of
entirely vaccinated people, and smaller gatherings of people of
undetermined vaccination status. When it comes to private
gatherings this is a matter of personal preference. We all have
freedom of association: the right to invite to our private
functions whomsoever we choose.
However, the nature of the Church, and more specifically, the
liturgy, is that it is not a private endeavour and therefore
cannot admit of unjust discrimination or preferential
treatment. The word liturgy (from the Greek Leitourgia) means
a “public work or service.” The public nature of the Mass is that
it should be accessible to everyone without prejudice or
preference or one group or another. The very notion of a Mass
offered exclusively for white people (to the exclusion of ethnic
minorities), or for men only (to the exclusion of women), or for
the vaccinated only (to the exclusion of the unvaccinated) is
indefensible according to the foundational principles of
Christian worship and the law of the Church. For example,
canon 214 states: “Christ’s faithful have a right to worship God
according to the provisions of their own rite approved by the

lawful pastors of the Church” (Code of Canon Law, 1983). The
“right to worship God” is universal and not contingent upon
vaccination status or any other arbitrary distinctions. To offer
preferential treatment to one group of the faithful whilst
restricting access to the sacraments to another category of the
faithful is morally odious and harmful to the unity of Christ’s
Church. Moreover, such discrimination would constitute a
grave scandal to the Church, damaging her Divinely constituted
mandate to be an instrument of unity for the human race (cf.
Gal 3:28). Serving the needs of the ‘greater good’ cannot be
merely capitulating to the will of the majority at the expense of
the minority, otherwise the “greater good” degenerates into
the mob rule of the powerful over the weak. As a Church we
should be aware of the principles at stake and the danger of
trading away equity and justice for short-term expediency that
offers (quite frankly) sub-optimal outcomes at best.
By having Masses open to everyone we also avoid the
uncomfortable situation of having to sort out ‘sheep from
goats’. The Mass is intended primarily for baptised Catholics,
yet never has it been known for Catholics to be required to
present baptism certificates in order to be permitted to enter
the Church. We instinctively recognise such an attitude as
being antithetical to Christianity. Everyone who sets foot in a
church should be made to feel welcome. How then can we
justify the secular State’s requirement to present medical
certificates to enter a Church? How can the Church support a
system of exclusion that punishes people, closing their doors to
them and even firing them, on the basis of a vaccination
status? The Church has never excluded the sick from access to
the sacraments. Throughout history countless saints have
demonstrated a heroic attitude of outreach and service to
those who are sick, even at their own expense, such as St Rose
of Lima, St Martin de Porres, St Catherine of Siena, St Camillus
de Lellis, St Vincent de Paul, St Damien of Molokai, among
many others. So how can we now justify excluding the healthy
(albeit unvaccinated) faithful?
As we prepare for the Feasts of All Saints and All Souls in the
week ahead the Church directs our attention to a
contemplation of the eternal realities of the life to come. No
true Christian lives for the rewards of this world. We are all
pilgrims in this world and sooner or later we must contend
with “our sister, bodily death, from whose embrace no living
person can escape”, to borrow the expression of St Francis of
Assisi (Canticle of Creation). Death inspires fear in those who
live only for this world. The level of paralysing terror witnessed
in this past two years points to a world that has failed to come
to terms with the inescapable reality of death. As people of
Faith we follow the example of Jesus Christ who accepted
death, even death on a cross, for the sake of the our eternal
redemption. Each day in this life is a gift from God, but there is
not one person in the world who is guaranteed tomorrow.
Therefore, we set our hearts on Christ’s heavenly kingdom,
where the saints have gone before us. As we begin November
we hold in our prayers all the souls of the faithful departed.
There are envelopes available in the church which you can fill
out and hand in to the office if you would like to have Mass
offered for the repose of loved ones.
Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May they rest in peace.
Yours in Christ,
Fr Francis Denton
From ABp Peter Comensoli:

Every session of the Second Vatican Council began with the
prayer Adsumus, Sancte Spiritus, “We stand before You, Holy
Spirit,” This same prayer was invoked during the first Session of
the Plenary Council, and I share it with you now…
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your
name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in
our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to
pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote
disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor
partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so
that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from
the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who
are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the
Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen.

Debbie’s Thoughts
Many of our Parish’s children will finally be receiving their
First Eucharist very shortly. We pray for each of them as
they continue to prepare to encounter Jesus for the first
time in this beautiful Sacrament, remembering of course
that Jesus is waiting for them to come to him even more
than they are waiting to receive him in Holy Communion.
As I write that Jesus is waiting for these little ones to plunge
more deeply into the life and love that he offers them, I am
aware that my words are absolutely inadequate. How does
any human language express the heavenly reality of Jesus,
God the Son, waiting for these children, and waiting for us
all, ‘spring loaded’ to draw us more deeply into his eternal
and infinite presence? What words cover him calling us to
lose ourselves and to find ourselves all at once, within the
depths of his loving heart? No nouns or verbs can paint that
picture, in all its colour and vibrancy. We can simply guess
at miracles. Jesus, God, doesn’t ‘need’ anything. He is not
in time as we are, time is in fact in him, so there is no need
for him to ‘wait’ for anyone or anything. Yet our human
minds well and truly grasp the picture of him longing, and
waiting, just as we long for exciting things to happen, after
all, Jesus is human, just like us. He waits for our children’s
big day, just as we are waiting. Our eyes, minds and hearts
are simply too ‘small’ to see, grasp and love the fullness of
God’s infinite glory.
In days gone by, many of our elderly friends would make a
point of personally congratulating First Communicants as
they sat in their seats looking beautiful, excitedly waiting for
Mass to begin. They would always ask the children to pray
for them. Tradition and insight earned through wisdom
encouraged them to catch a glimpse of the love that the
children would soon encounter, and knowing that children’s
prayers are very precious to God, they asked to be included
in that special moment of their meeting with Jesus in Holy
Communion. Following that lead, I would like to
recommend a conversation that parents can and should
have with their children, no matter whether this is their first
reception of the Blessed Sacrament or their twentieth.
When we get back to our seats after receiving the Blessed
Eucharist, we need to remember that the brief couple of
minutes that we each share with Jesus is precious, a little
window into heaven. We all need to take the time to open
our hearts to appreciate God’s nearness. Chatting with
others or looking around the church is an opportunity lost,
failing to unwrap the gift of sharing a personal, one on one

moment with pure love. No matter who we are, child or
adult, this personal moment is ours to accept and cherish.
We do not have to do anything other than to free our hearts
from distraction, for God is spending ‘quality time’ with us.
Just he and I, and all I carry in my heart. We simply need to
be open to his promptings, an openness which is very
difficult to achieve if we are distracted by the world. A
simple reminder from Mum and Dad before and during the
Mass may be the best gift that anyone can give to these
children, bigger and better than jewellery or cards, or the
party that will follow the Mass. That reminder asks them to
find Jesus within their own hearts, to smile at him, and to
make him welcome.
Parents want the best for their children and go to great
lengths to provide every opportunity for them to grow into
whole, rounded adults. Making it possible for children to
receive Holy Communion at Mass frequently, and allowing
them to see that their family values the experience, will
create a pattern of nourishment and spiritual support that
will carry them through life’s most vicious blows. Karate or
netball lessons may foster friendships and self-esteem, a
child’s visit to Mass to receive Jesus into their heart on a
regular basis will foster a friendship with God that will touch
their self-esteem from the inside out. ‘I am loved. Forever.
Unconditionally.’ The love of Jesus in the Eucharist tattoos
each soul with the message that I matter, a message never
to be erased. As their Parish family, we pray for our
children, and their families, and we ask them to pray for us
on their extraordinary First Communion Day.
PARISH PRAYER LIST

Recently Deceased: Con Doensen
Sick: Babies Emmett, Noah Glen Christie, Tedi and Santi;
Roman, Blake Smith, Trish Leahy, John Snell, Abby Sharp,
Peter Munro, Megan, Bernie Jansen, Andrew Sharp, John,
Glenn, Lyn Francis, Dorothy Barber, Fiona, Annie Preuss,
Michelle Ryan, Damian, John, Alison, Heather, Julie Bates,
Garry Dettman, Bradley Jordan, Jeanette Henkel, Richard
Galbraith, Debbie Huby, Geoff Lucas, Sandra Donkin,
Glen, Fred Bullas, Fred Coullas, Evie Gleeson, Indy Dawes,
Rade Krstic, Megan Williams, Michael Wood, Jennie,
Michael, Margo & Stephen Youngberry, Marie
Hammond, John Mulholland, Rhiannon Days, Val Savitt,
Ron Garland, Jaz Nueber, James Cooney, Robert, Mary &
Gerard Bariola, Tilly Van der Zee, Lydia, Joyce Slattery,
Lawrie Field, Annie, Bob Ireland, Val & Michael Christie,
Ted & Peter Bowling, Natasha, Mia, James, Richard
Adams, Mitchell & Wynn Wilson, Anne Bateman,
Veronica Ireland, Wendy Turner (Ireland), Lauren,
Brooke, Anthony, Laura Baosde Pinto, Michelle, Judy,
Annette Fromholtz, John Wray, Con & Lynn Doensen

FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES ARE IN OCTOBER
Michael O’Meara (04.10.80), Vincent Jones (05.10.04),
Barbara Smythe (05.10.07), William Howie (07.10.94),
Andre Smith (08.10.08), Florence Walker (09.10.07),
Sarah Field (12.10.58), Ella Morley (14.10.08), Ronald
Stevens (17.10.00), Robbie Ireland Jnr (20.10.90),

Angelina Pretto (Mioni) (21.10.00), Shirley O’Meara
(22.10.10), Christopher Perry (23.10.01), Jacinta Chandler
(24.10.01), Sam Galletti (27.10.13),Betty Ireland
(29.10.97), Enid Jarrett (28.10.93), Frank O’Halloran
(31.10.12), Filippo Mingerulli, Francesca Bellucci, Anne
Ashdown

