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Debbie’s Thoughts

Babies were born every day in the way that
Jesus was born, home births with the help of
family, friends or generous strangers were
the norm. Yet countless angels sang in
choirs at his birth in a stable, appearing in
their glory to frightened shepherds who had
been huddling in the dark protecting their
sheep… not at all ordinary! The angels did
not visit Bethlehem’s important authorities
with their joyful news, they appeared to
shepherds, well-recognised outcasts,
itinerant wanderers, who did not go to the
synagogue on a regular basis, and who did
not take regular baths! On that blessed
night, heaven and earth rejoiced together at
the unfathomable mystery of the birth of
Jesus, Son of God and son of Mary. We are
the ones who share this good news with
others as the season of Christmas
approaches us yet again, the wonder of the
angels still alive in our hearts today. Our
memorial of the birth of Jesus pierces our
ordinary days with light that fills our hearts,
just as the Advent candles we light fill our
vision. We wait in hope, faith, joy and
peace, to relive the stories and to celebrate
anew with the choirs of angels. We love
each other openly, with generosity and with
deliberate thought at this time of the year, a
different focus in many ways to the way in
which we are together throughout the rest of
the year. Christmas and its weeks of
preparation truly does pierce through the
ordinary to encourage us to love each other
extraordinarily. We celebrate each other,
and our building excitement, enjoying the
company of those we love with new eyes
and hearts. What a way to celebrate the
Church’s New Year!

Happy New Year! Our Church's new
Liturgical year commences this weekend,
and we enter the Season of Advent, 4 weeks
of reflection and anticipation in preparation
for the beautiful Season of Christmas. In
our Parish, we follow an age-old tradition,
by lighting the Advent candles at the start of
our weekend Mass. Unusually, however, at
St Brigid's, our Advent wreath encircles us
as the people of God. The 4 corners of our
church each form the wreath, enmeshing us
in the action in a unique way that includes
each of us in its deep meaning. This year
we celebrate our community and its ministry
in God's service, and in service to each
other. Each of the 4 candles has a specific
meaning attached to it, week 1, Hope, week
2, Faith, week 3, Joy and week 4, Peace. In
those 4 simple words, we find echoes of the
essence of the Christmas miracle, and we
find ourselves, in mission. As we listen to
our story as Church, through readings from
both the Old and the New Testaments,
which foretell and attest to the astounding
reality of Jesus, truly God and truly human,
we recognise his presence among us. Over
the past few weeks, our Parish has
celebrated 120 years as a parish, and 20
years since the hall was built. This Advent,
you will see images of those in our
community who inspire each of us to hope,
to have faith, to be filled with joy and to
enjoy the peace of Christ. After Holy
Communion today, we will place a
St Brigid's rose at the foot of the
altar. Throughout Advent, representatives
of our community will be chosen to water
the plant, symbolising the life-giving
nourishment we provide for each other as a
parish family, inspired by the message of
heaven and earth's wonder at the birth of our
saviour. On the weekend of St Brigid's
Feast Day, on the 2nd of February, we will
plant the rose in our garden as a memorial
of our milestones, and as a celebration of
the contributions made to our community by
so many who give so much.
Special Collection Next Week
All around us, we as ordinary people
achieve extraordinary feats as part of every
day life. Jesus' birth too, appeared
‘extraordinarily ordinary’ at the time.

For Melbourne Overseas Missions.
Your contribution makes a huge
difference, thank you!

Weekly Mass Times

Roster 8th December

1st Wednesday 7pm
3rd Sunday 5 pm
2nd & 4th Thursday Rosary 6.30pm
St Aloysius’, Yarra Glen

Reader:

2nd,3rd,4th,5th Wednesday 7.30pm
St Brigid’s, Healesville

Cuppa:
Cleaning:
Counters:

1st,2nd,4th,5th Thursday 9.15am
St Brigid’s, Healesville

C. O’Halloran

Communion: E. Roper

E. McGettigan
L. Ward
Volunteer
O’Halloran
O’Dwyer

3rd Thursday 10.30am
Our Lady of the Snows,
Marysville

A Helping Hand

Columban Calendars

The Care group is organizing a working bee
to help a family with a backyard clean up , The 2020 Columban Calendars are now
available in the church at the cost of $10.00
some pruning and removal of rubbish in
each.
preparation to be ‘Fire Season ready’ .
Would you have a few hours to spare?
Suggested dates, Sat 7th and/or Sun 15th
Thank you. Maree at Care [0417087199]

A Message From HICCI and Care
Many hands reaching out to
neighbours, as God intended!

HICCI and Care are asking St Brigid’s
parishioners for their support in the
Christmas season by providing 200 cans of
fruit for HICCI’s hampers, or by making
a monetary donation for the Care Group.
Your assistance is very much
appreciated. May God bless you and all
your families. Anne Grieve and Maree
Jeffcott for HICCI and Care

Donations for the Care Group
The deadline for our donations of canned
fruit for the HICCI hampers is this week.
Please place your donation in the basket
near Our Lady’s altar. Thanks!
Envelopes addressed to the Care Group are
still available near the front door of the
church. Please feel free to contribute to
their work through your financial assistance
at any time. Once again, thank you.

Friar Alessandro In Concert

Healesville 24th November
December
4th
8th

Mass at Yarra Glen 7 pm
Special Collection—
Melbourne Overseas
Mission
15th Mass at Yarra Glen 5 pm
18th Penitential Service 7.30
pm
24th Christmas Eve Family
Mass 7.00 pm in the
church grounds
25th Christmas Mass 8.30 am

der Zee, Albert Slawinski, Lydia, Joyce Slattery,
Lawrie Field, Annie, Debbie & Bob Ireland,
Emma Hemsley, Val & Michael Christie,
Ted & Peter Bowling, Tony Grieve, Natasha,
Mia, James.

For Those Whose Anniversaries

A very special evening of Christmas music are in December
with Friar Alessandro ~ The Voice From
Assisi, will be held at St Patrick’s Cathedral Josephine Fassler (06.12.95), Lucy Mahedy
Sat 7th December at 7.30 pm.
(09.12.96), Mark Broomhead (11.12.13), Ilona
Friar Alessandro has released 3 CDs via
Universal Music & after touring Europe and
USA, this is his first Australian Tour. Friar
will be accompanied by the Artes Christi
Choir and Orchestra, as well as
internationally acclaimed Australian pianist
Vivian Choi. ENTRY FREE or by donation.
All donations support the Vinnies Christmas
Appeal.

Huebel (12.12.74), Doris Dennehy (12.12.95),
Danny O’Meara (12.12.10), Nora Podesta
(14.12.06), Paul Dunlop (14.12.06), Neil Lindorff
(19.12.08), Noel Dudgeon (20.12.09), Pietro
Bariola (27.12.88), Bishop Joe Grech (28.12.10),
Dolly (Florence) Reeves, Dennis Eldred, Dawn
Flannaghan, Paul Hansen, Hans Rietbergen, John
Burger, Maria Kermac (6.12.18), Silvano Kermac

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL:
www.voicefromassisi.org.au

We pray especially for those whom no-one
remembers.

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

PARISH GROUPS:

All Victims of abuse and injustice
Recently deceased
Anne Ashdowne, Fr Mark Ryan, Kath Skate

FAITH DEVELOPMENT AND
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMS

Church:
tba
Presbytery: tba
Marysville 21st November
Church:
Op Shop

tba
$ 500

Yarra Glen 17th November
Collection
Op Shop

tba
$ 4000

Youth-Led Mass
All secondary students who would like to
join the team are encouraged to contact
Paula on 0423 508 355 for more info.
Dinner at Darron’s Youth Team
Secondary school students are invited to
be involved in cooking and/or serving
a 2-course dinner to those who are
financially disadvantaged or socially
isolated, as part of the Dinner at
Darron’s Meal program organised by
HICCI. Contact: Andrea 0417 088 231
Gospel & Life
Temporarily in recession.
Contact: Elissa (97302813).
COMMUNITY GROUPS:
Family Drug Help 1st & 3rd Tues
1300 660 068

Knitting Group
Garments knitted by the group will be sent to
Papua with John Ward in 2020.
Contact: Mary 5962 3287
Men’s Breakfast
1st Saturday of the month

Anybody wishing to find about what
Pamphlets & Newsletters:
Catholics believe, please contact Debbie,
Blake Smith, Trish Leahy, John Snell,
If you would like to leave literature in the
Abby Sharp, Peter Munro, Baby Emmett Hysted, at the Parish Office. Mob: 0448 664 731
Church please check with the Parish Office
For those who are Sick

Megan, Bernie Jansen, Andrew Sharp,
John, Glenn, Lyn Francis, Dorothy Barber,
Hi Everyone, I can't believe how fast the
Maureen Fogarty, Fiona, Annie Preuss,
year has gone. It is time for me to do
Michelle Ryan, Damian, John, Alison, Heather,
another 6 month roster, which will start in
January 2020 and go through to the end of
Julie Bates, Garry Dettman, Bradley Jordan,
June 2020. If there are any new people to
Jeanette Henkel, Richard Galbraith, Annette
the parish who would like to put their names
Fromholtz, Debbie Huby, Geoff Lucas, Sandra
down for any of the jobs, cleaning, cuppas,
Donkin, Dorothy Fraser, Glen, Ernst Fries, Fred
reading etc. we would welcome them.
Bullas, Fred Coullas, Mitchell Wilson, Evie
Hopefully the people already on the roster
will still be able to help. You can contact
Gleeson, Indy Dawes, Rade Krstic, Megan
me on either 5962 3150 or email
Williams, Michael Wood, Bill Howie, Jennie,
denise_odwyer@yahoo.com.au
Michael, Margo & Stephen Youngberry, Marie
If you know you are going on holidays in
Hammond, John Mulholland, Rhiannon Days,
the coming 6 months, just let me know and I
will try to make sure you are not rostered on Val Savitt, Ron Garland, Jaz Nueber, James
Cooney, Robert, Mary & Gerard Bariola, Tilly Van
for that time. Cheers! Denise

A Message from Denise

Collections

Upcoming Dates

Catechist Program
Assists school aged children to prepare
to receive the Sacraments. Please contact
Debbie for more information.
Meditation Group Mondays 9.15am
- 10.15am - Anna 5962 4308
Care Group
First Friday of the month 1.30-3.30pm

Playgroup is not running at this time
Hall Bookings
Call Marie Snell 5962 3794

beforehand.
Lookout for the Safety of children:
LOOKOUT is a local community group
concerned with keeping children safe from
abuse and being there for adult victims.
Next Meeting: To be advised

CHILD PROTECTION TEAM
Fr Arsenio Tuazon, Debbie Edwards,
Paula Pearce, Denise
O’Dwyer, and
John Barrett

