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DEBBIE’'S THOUGHTS

Please pray for our Grade 3 students
who received the Sacrament of
Reconciliation for the first time this
week. Our entire school has been
learning about the Sacrament, focusing
on the topic of saying ‘sorry’ for the
choices we make that we are not proud
of. They have also been considering the
challenging work of giving and
receiving forgiveness. Wouldn’t it be
wonderful if every child were able to
think about these issues in the
supportive and generous environment
that our own children are experienc-
ing. I am sure that the world would be a
much better place. In my Catechist
classes, when preparing a child to
receive this beautiful, healing
Sacrament, I start at the point of helping
children to realise that they affect other
people around them, no matter who they
are or where they are. The choices that
they make affect others, no matter how
personal they may seem to be. The old
expression ‘no man is an island’ is in
fact true. The way we choose to live
our lives is a responsibility, one that
comes with consequences. Our
children’s unfolding relationships with
their family and friends is explored in
the light of the magic ingredient for
peace, forgiveness, and their growing
friendship with God is also highlighted
and considered. I try very hard to lead
them to understand that no matter what
choices they make throughout their
lifetime, God has made each of them on
purpose, he knows exactly who they
are, by name, and he will quietly and
persistently draw them to himself, no
matter where they may wander on their
life’s journey. We need simply to tune
in to that persistent invitation, and to
turn our aching hearts to God, always
dependable and faithful. Ireinforce
that, no matter what happens, there is

never anything that we may do that God
will not forgive. He is constantly
waiting for us to lift up our hearts to
him in sorrow for our poor choices, and
to ask him for forgiveness. The
messages | give to our children are just
as relevant to adults, and keeping them
in mind as we negotiate our days does
indeed make our local world a better
place. Our relationships with those
around us should mirror God’s own
love for us. The inability to say ‘sorry’
and to forgive breaks up families,
destroys friendships, and leads to
bigotry and even wars at its

worst. What a great gift it is for
children to learn from their earliest
years, as instinct, the generosity of spirit
to accept that we, and others, make
mistakes, and deserve forgiveness.
Jesus showed us how to live by living
our human life alongside us. He was
tempted as we are tempted, but
overcame each opportunity to be
impatient, nasty, selfish, unforgiving or
cruel, showing us that it is possible to
live a life of love for others, and for
ourselves. We may be good at treating
others with respect, but we are not
always that great at treating ourselves
with the same degree of respect.
Something to think about! God wants
us all to love others, and ourselves, as
he has loved us.

On behalf of our Parish family,
congratulations to the children who
have received this beautiful Sacrament
for the first time. May you continue to
receive the Sacrament throughout your
lifetime, open to the healing touch of
Christ that is so freely available to us
all, at any time we choose to request it.
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IN NOVEMBER, WE REMEMBER

November is the month in which we
remember and pray for the Holy Souls,
and for all who have died, remembering
especially all those who have no one to
pray for them.

ANOINTING MASS—THANK YOU!

Thanks to all who joined us to celebrate
Jesus’ healing touch through Mass with
the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
last Thursday. As always, the lunch
following Mass was a delicious chance
to catch up with new and old friends. A
big thanks to those who work so hard
behind the scenes to make this day spe-
cial for so many.

FURTHER ANOINTING MASSES

The next Anointing Mass will be
celebrated at Our Lady of the Snows in
Marysville on Thursday 21st Nov at
10.30 am. An Anointing Mass will
also be celebrated on Thursday 28th
November at Aurrum Aged Care, at
10.30 am.

Anyone who would still like to be
anointed is most welcome to attend
either Mass. Please speak to Debbie for
details.

A MESSAGE FrRoM HICCI AND CARE

Many hands reaching out to
neighbours, as God intended!

HICCI and Care are asking St Brigid’s
parishioners for their support in the
Christmas season by providing 200 cans of
fruit for HICCI’s hampers, or by making

a monetary donation for the Care Group.
Your assistance is very much

appreciated. May God bless you and all
your families. Anne Grieve and Maree
Jeffcott for HICCI and Care

DONATIONS FOR THE CARE GROUP

Please leave your donations of canned fruit
in the basket near Our Lady’s altar.

Thanks! Envelopes addressed to the Care
Group will be left on the seats in the church
over the next few weeks. Please feel free to

contribute to their work through your
financial assistance at any time. Once
again, thank you.

FR JASON JOINS US FOR MASS

Fr Jason will say Mass for us next Sunday
24th November, 8.30 am. Please join us for
a cuppa following Mass and bring a plate to
share.

God is good, all the time!

GUARDIAN ANGELS OF KENYA
FUNDRAISER

Thank you to all who attended the
Afternoon Tea with Fr Jason last

Sunday. It was a great chance to catch up
with Fr Jason, and valuable funds were
raised to help with his vital work.

PoLICE CHECKS

If you are one of those who recently
completed a Police Check through the
office, please bring your certificate with you
and speak to Debbie after Mass, so that we
can update Parish records.

CoLUMBAN CALENDARS

The 2020 Columban Calendars are now
available in the church at the cost of $10.00
each.

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

ALL VICTIMS OF ABUSE AND INJUSTICE

RECENTLY DECEASED
Anne Ashdowne, Fr Mark Ryan, Kath Skate

FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK

Blake Smith, Trish Leahy, John Snell,

Abby Sharp, Peter Munro, Baby Emmett Hysted,
Megan, Bernie Jansen, Andrew Sharp,

John, Glenn, Lyn Francis, Dorothy Barber,
Maureen Fogarty, Fiona, Annie Preuss,
Michelle Ryan, Damian, John, Alison, Heather,
Julie Bates, Garry Dettman, Bradley Jordan,
Jeanette Henkel, Richard Galbraith, Annette
Fromholtz, Debbie Huby, Geoff Lucas, Sandra
Donkin, Dorothy Fraser, Glen, Ernst Fries, Fred
Bullas, Fred Coullas, Mitchell Wilson, Evie
Gleeson, Indy Dawes, Rade Krstic, Megan

Williams, Michael Wood, Bill Howie, Jennie,
Michael, Margo & Stephen Youngberry, Marie
Hammond, John Mulholland, Rhiannon Days,
Val Savitt, Ron Garland, Jaz Nueber, James
Cooney, Robert, Mary & Gerard Bariola, Tilly Van
der Zee, Albert Slawinski, Lydia, Joyce Slattery,
Lawrie Field, Annie, Debbie & Bob Ireland,
Emma Hemsley, Val & Michael Christie,

Ted & Peter Bowling, Tony Grieve, Natasha,

Mia, James.

FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES ARE
IN NOVEMBER

Jim Mahedy (02.11.67), William Hammond
(04.11.95), Rihanna Dowler (07.11.13), Elsie
O’Connor (08.11.06), Ede Huebel (11.11.84),
Leopold Huebel (11.11.86), Mary Langridge
(11.11.96), Gavan Pomeroy (12.11.71), Jan
Slawinski (13.11.86), Eileen Youngberry
(25.12.60), Jim Pomeroy (26.11.02), Jack Brown
(27.11.13), Dorothy Thompson

We pray especially for those whom no-one
remembers.

PARISH GROUPS:

FAITH DEVELOPMENT AND
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMS

Anybody wishing to find about what
Catholics believe, please contact Debbie,
at the Parish Office. Mob: 0448 664 731

CATECHIST PROGRAM

Assists school aged children to prepare
to receive the Sacraments. Please contact
Debbie for more information.

MEDITATION GROUP Mondays 9.15am
-10.15am - Anna 5962 4308

CARE GROUP
First Friday of the month 1.30-3.30pm

PLAYGROUP is not running at this time

Hall Bookings
Call Marie Snell 5962 3794

YOUTH-LED MAss

All secondary students who would like to
join the team are encouraged to contact
Paula on 0423 508 355 for more info.

DINNER AT DARRON’S YOUTH TEAM
Secondary school students are invited to
be involved in cooking and/or serving

a 2-course dinner to those who are
financially disadvantaged or socially
isolated, as part of the Dinner at
Darron’s Meal program organised by
HICCI. Contact: Andrea 0417 088 231

GOSPEL & LIFE
Temporarily in recession.
Contact: Elissa (97302813).

COMMUNITY GROUPS:

FAMILY DRUG HELP 1st & 3rd Tues
1300 660 068

KNITTING GROUP

Garments knitted by the group will be sent to
Papua with John Ward in 2020.

Contact: Mary 5962 3287

MEN’S BREAKFAST
1st Saturday of the month

PAMPHLETS & NEWSLETTERS:

If you would like to leave literature in the
Church please check with the Parish Office
beforehand.

LOOKOUT FOR THE SAFETY OF CHILDREN:
LOOKOUT is a local community group
concerned with keeping children safe from
abuse and being there for adult victims.
Next Meeting: Monday 25th November
at1pm
CHILD PROTECTION TEAM

Fr Arsenio Tuazon, Debbie
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