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DEBBIE’S THOUGHTS

Holy Week, beginning today with Pas-
sion Sunday, is a unique opportunity for
us to grow closer to Jesus through
shared experience, our prayer. We
need simply to open the eyes of our
hearts to see Jesus' face as we accom-
pany him throughout the entirety of Holy
Week, both privately and through our
liturgical celebrations. If we walk with
Jesus closely, as his friend, as his com-
forter, as his support, and as one who
simply cares, we enter into a blessed
opportunity to grow in understanding
and admiration of who Jesus of Naza-
reth is. His face draws us to himself
each time we gaze upon it with our
hearts. We encounter him through the
eyes and ears of our souls, our very
depths, the centre of our beings, reach-
ing forward to touch the living Lord, and
the scriptures we hear assure us that he
reaches out to us as we travel his pain-
ful road together.

The events we hear about throughout
Holy Week are part of history. Pontius
Pilate, for example, lived and died within
a specific, documented historical time-
line, as did

other historical figures mentioned in the
Gospels. Jesus was born, lived, suf-
fered and died within the pages of the
history books. Yet in some mysterious
way, as we listen to the historical ac-
count of his death and resurrection, we
are part of the story in a different way to
the way in which we hear about Pontius
Pilate, or any other historical figure. We
remember, but through the Blessed Eu-
charist, and through our

deepening relationship with Jesus, we
are somehow more intimately involved
than being mere onlookers, or those
interested in learning about facts and
dates. Jesus’ immeasurable gift to hu-
manity, the Blessed Sacrament, which
he gave to his apostles on Holy Thurs-
day evening, and through them to his
Church, changed history in ways we
cannot begin to imagine. Our commun-
ion with God through the Eucharist is a

mystery that enables us to be
intimately part of Jesus’ Passion, death
and resurrection in a way that is differ-
ent to simply studying the details from a
reference book. Our compassion for
Jesus, our tears for him, our joy in his
resurrection are not academic exercis-
es, they are our prayers, an expression
of our relationship with God, our Father,
with Jesus, in the love of the Holy Spir-
it. Our liturgies in Holy Week encour-
age us to contemplate the mysteries
that flow from Jesus’ Passion, and the
infinite mysteries of the Sacrament of
the

Eucharist.

Just to add to the possibilities of this
week of mysteries, | wonder... (again!).
| wonder about our closeness to Jesus
as our prayer. When we pray in our
communion with

Jesus through memorial of his passion,
| wonder who is affected through our
prayer? How was Jesus affected by his
mother’s prayers for him as he endured
his passion? Not one prayer is ever
wasted or ignored by God, there is al-
ways a

response. Not all prayer asks for
things,

yet God still answers. If we do ask for
something important to us through our
prayers, we are encouraged to remem-
ber that each and every prayer does
receive a response from God, although
often we may not be tuned in enough to
notice.

Sometimes God’s answer is ‘yes’,
sometimes ‘no’, sometimes ‘not yet’, or
‘| give you something different’. In eve-
ry single case, God’s answer to our
prayers comes wrapped in the truth of ‘I
know

your name, | love you, you are precious
to me’. You can see this in the face of
Jesus. No answers, just lots of wonder-

ing.

EASTER CEREMONIES —-TIMES

14th  Passion Sunday
17th  Penitential Svc 7.30 pm

18th  Holy Thursday 7.30 pm
19th  Good Friday

- Stations of the Cross

10 am Yarra glen

- Ceremonies 3.00 pm Hv
20th Easter Vigil 7.30 pm
21st  Easter Sunday 8.30 am
21st  Mass at Yarra Glen 5 pm
29th Lookout Meeting 1 pm

PENITENTIAL SERVICE
WED 17TH APRIL 7.30 PM

An opportunity to reflect upon our lives in
relationship to God, and to receive the Sac-
rament of Penance. All welcome

ONE MILLION ROSARIES FOR UNBORN
BABIES

The One Million Rosaries for Unborn Babies
multinational pro-life prayer event is
scheduled for 3, 4 and 5 May this

year. Persons participating will pray at
least one Rosary for the protection of the
unborn.

For details and to register go to: http://
www.saintmichaelthearchangelorganizatio

n.org/

PLENARY COUNCIL
The Listening and
What happens now?

With the Listening and Dialogue phase now
complete, the National Centre for Pastoral
Research will continue the deep listening
process, conducting a qualitative and
quantitative analysis of the submissions
received and, using best-practice research
methods, will identify key themes that have
emerged. Then, in May, the Bishops Com-
mission for the Plenary Council, the Plenary
Council Executive Committee and the Facili-
tation Team will work together with the
National Centre for Pastoral Research to
finalise the National Themes for Discern-
ment. Those themes will become the focus

for the Listening and Discernment phase
and will be the foundations for the Plenary
Council agenda.

For more information and stories go
to: http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

PROJECT COMPASSION

Project Compassion boxes and envelopes
are available from the church. All boxes are
due back on Easter Sunday.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Wednesdays during Lent, following 7.30 pm
Mass

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

ALL VICTIMS OF ABUSE AND INJUSTICE

RECENTLY DECEASED

Susan Sosic, Nathan, Marshall McLinden,
Teresa Toscano,

FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK Blake Smith,
Trish Leahy,

John Snell, Abby Sharp, Peter Munro,

Baby Emmett Hysted, Megan, Bernie Jansen,
Andrew Sharp, John, Glenn, Lyn Francis,
Dorothy Barber, Maureen Fogarty, Fiona,
Annie Preuss, Michelle Ryan, Damian, John,

DRbbaid Irelagdi AlisonpHhathes, &ulie Baies, o

Garry Dettman, Bradley Jordan, Jeanette
Henkel, Richard Galbraith, Annette Fromholtz,
Debbie Huby, Geoff Lucas, Sandra Donkin,
Marg Pomeroy, Dorothy Fraser,

Carmel O®ely, Glen, Ernst Fries, Fred Bullas,
Fred Coullas, Mitchell Wilson, Evie Gleeson,
Indy Dawes, Rade Krstic, Megan Williams,
Michael Christie, Michael Wood, Bill Howie,
Jennie, Michael, Margo & Stephen
Youngberry, Marie Hammond,

John Mulholland, Rhiannon Days, Val Savitt,
Ron Garland, Jaz Nueber, Patricia Beggs,
James Cooney, Robert, Mary & Gerard

Bariola, Tilly Van der Zee, Albert Slawinski,
Lydia, Joyce Slattery, Lawrie Field, Annie, Rosa
Toscano

FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES ARE IN
APRIL

Tanya Grizic (03.04.06), Emil Weklak
(11.04.11), Paul Nielsen (07.04.08),
Shane O®eara (14.04.69), Fr Tim Tolan
(15.04.08), Frank Wilson (16.04.06),
Beryl Perrin (19.04.06), Brendan Hammond
(23.04.12), Fr Robert Coughlin (24.04)
Edgar Snell (26.04.93), Violet Brooks
(26.04.08), Alan Thompson (26.04.00),
Jean Malcolm (26.04.17), Janine Mclintyre
(28.04.07), Reg Fraser (Good Friday 1997)
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PARISH GROUPS:

FAITH DEVELOPMENT AND
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMS

Anybody wishing to find about what
Catholics believe, please contact Debbie,
at the Parish Office. Mob: 0448 664 731

CATECHIST PROGRAM Assists school
aged children to prepare to receive the
r . .
ga%raments. Please contact Debbie for

more information.

MEDITATION GROUP Mondays 9.15am
-10.15am - Anna 5962 4308

CARE GROUP

First Friday of the month 1.30-3.30pm

PLAYGROUP is not running at this time

Hall Bookings
Call Marie Snell 5962 3794 or
Ed McGettigan 0417 175 538

YOUTH-LED MAss
All secondary students who would like to

join the team are encouraged to contact
Paula on 0423 508 355 for more info.
DINNER AT DARRONG YOUTH TEAM
Secondary school students are invited to
be involved in cooking and/or serving

a 2-course dinner to those who are
financially disadvantaged or socially
isolated as part of the Dinner at Darron@
Meal program organised by HICCI.
Andrea 0417 088 231

GOSPEL & LIFE
Gospel & Life
Tuesdays, 2-3 pm.

Elissa (97302813).

10 M GhBAI GRBLEs:

FamiLy DruG HELP 1st & 3rd Tues Lilydale
1300 660 068

OVulnerable children of the Worldd
Mary 5962 3287

MENG BREAKFAST
1st Saturday of the month

PAMPHLETS & NEWSLETTERS:

If you would like to leave literature in the
Church please check with the Parish Office
beforehand.

LOOKOUT FOR THE SAFETY OF CHILDREN:
LOOKOUT is a local community group con-
cerned with keeping children safe from abuse
andAAET Cfoil&uk Gokims.

Next Meeting Golden Wattle House,
Joffre St on Monday 25 March, 1 pm

CHILD PROTECTION
Fr Arsenio Tuazon,
Debbie Edwards,
Paula Pearce,

TEAM
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